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Armour, The ' uo 

J. Ogden Armour, hog butcher of Chicii.;t>. 
has just confessed himself the human zero we, 
have always pointed him out to be. 

The confession appears in an t3ulogistic arti- 
cle that is generously displayed in the current 
issue of The American Magazine. 

What does this hog butcher say. Read: 

"If I don't trust a man I don't give him res- 
ponsibility. If I do trust him I let him alone. I 
want my men to think for themselves. I want 
them to come to me with a decision, not for a 
decision. I expect them to handle their jobs as 
they see fit, knowing that they will have to 
answer to me only for results." 

This is quite a change from the theory of the 
divine right of industrial kings to direct our 
indusries. Armour canfesses that the "res- 
ults" are achieved by those who work in the 
industry, the producers, not even coming to 
iiim for a "decision", for advice. Armour ad- 
mits that he, supposed overlord of the butcher- 
ing industry, is not at all necessary to the suc- 
cessful operation of the industry. 

What is his function then ? His only function 
under the present capitalist system is to draw 
the dividends, take possession of the surplus 
wealth produced by but ro'bbed from the men 
and women workers who get the "results". 

Socialists urge another step forward — that 
the human zero be wiped off the slate ; that the 
ownership of industry be lodged with society 
as a whole, that the workers not only be allow- 
ed to get "results", but that they also be allow- 
ed to enjoy the results of their toil to the last 
penny's worth. 

That the demand for the abolition of super- 
fluous industrial kings is growing is indicated 
by the anxiety manifested by the once free but 
now subservient magazines to serve the inter- 
ests of th^ big business overlords. 

The magstzines have gone back to where they 
were a^score of years ago, when every issue 
was devoted to eulogies of those higher-up' in 
the master class. Then followed a short period 
of devotion to the interests of the masses, to 
be followed now by another period of degra^a- 
dation, now reaching its hight, in a final base 
submission to the dominating dollar. 

Now, however, any attempt to inflate the 
value of the human zero will serve but one 
purpose. It will give J. Ogden Armour added 
notoriety, but we will learn the truth abont 
Armour and others like him, learn that hxM^s 
a tiseiess- co:^lrn-thHTnaxJMTiw 6f industry CTIJ 
cast him and his class out on the scrap heap 
with other useless things of yesterday. 

Their own words shall condemn them. They 
will be convicted of uselessness by the testim- 
ony appearing in their own confession and by 
the eulogies written in their behalf. 



Never mind. The munition makers will readily con- 
tribute enough far another palace or two. 

If things keep on, it will be a blessed relief to quit 
paying tribute to the trusts and go to hell. 

The drive on the "free" press of America continue^, 
and a large number capitulated' the past week. 

How long will armies loot and kill for others instead 
of using ;their weapons to loot and kill for themselves ? 

It is clear that the bankers of the world think the 

?)eoples of Europe can pay interest on a few more bil- 
ious of indebtedness. 



Have you ever thought about why Buffalo Bill, who 
explored the west and made possible its settlement, 
was not a millionaire when he died? Wherfe is there 
a real useful man who is a millionaire? 

A poet in the Metropolitan lashes himself into frenzy 
in an effort to arouse the American people to enlist 
and "save their honor." But he failed to convince them 
that they had lost any honor that needed saving. Also, 
he failed to enlist himself. 

Sure the war has been a success, a great success. 
Interest on sixty billion dollars of new bonds is a 
pretty good "indemnity" for the masters, especially 
when the profits of sales of munitions and food are 
added to it. 



First Response To Call For 

S50,000 Organiiation Fund 

VINCENT THOMAS, of Taos, New 
Mexico, won the distinction of being 
the first to respond to the party national 
executive committee's call for a $50,000 
Organization Fund. 

He sends in a money order for $2 and 
writes : 

"I heartily approve the action of our 
National Executive Comnjittee toward a 
thoro organization of the Socialist forces 
of the nation and I pledge my support to 
this plan". 

He also subscribes f6r The Socialist 
Party Bulletin, which will appear in 
February to take the place of the twice-a- 
month supplement of The American So- 
cialist. The subscription price is 25 cents 
a year. 

The contributions to the $50,00d fund 
were just beginning to arrive when this 
issue of American Socialist went to pres^. 
We shall have a further report to make m 
our next issue. 

The call has been sent out to every So- 
cialist local in the land and has been widely 
published in the Socialist press. It is the 
start of the campaign of 1918 and 1920. 
Send in your contributions to the National 
Office, Socialist Party, 803 West Madison 
Street, Chicago, 111. 



Rivers Of Blood 

By JOHN M. WORK. 

NO, this is not a war story. We 
are goin^ to stay right at home 
today. Right in the midst of the 
horrible peace in our own bountry. 

It seems that during the year 1916 
there were fourteen thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-five suicides in the 
United States. This was an increase 
ove^ previous years. The number 
has been increasing year by year. 

The causes of about a tenth of them 
are unknown. Of the others the main 
cause given is despondency. Other 
causes given are ill health, domestic 
infelicity, insanity, disappointed love, 
liquor, and business losses. 

All these causes can be summed up 
in one word — capitalism. Capitalism 
is the fruitful cause of despondency, 
ill health, domestic infelicity, the 
abuse of liquor, and business losses. 
As for disappointed love, it may be 
said that this will" occur under So-' 
cialism also. Perhaps it will. But it 
will not result in suicide. There is 
probably no disaster which makes the 
world look more blank than disap- 
pointment in love. But a normal per- 
son does not allow himself or herself 
to be driven to self-destruqtion by 
catastrophes of any kind. On the 
contrary, he or she meets them like a 
master, rises superior to them, and 
turns them to advantage, I say a 
normal person does this. Capitalism 
causes abnormality. Therefore, cap- 
italism is also the cause of this 

species of suicide. 

■It « « « 

MOST OF us can remember when 
a death from suicide was such a rar- 
ity that it stirred the people to the 
bottoms of their hearts. 

Now, it ]ias become such a com- 
mon thing that we scarcely give _it 
a passing thought. We hear a news- 
boy screaming, "All about the sui- 
cide!" Ai>d we do not take enough 
interest to buy a paper in order to 
see who the poor devil was. 

"There's a reason." 

The reason is capitalism, 

Down with capitalism! 

Up with Socialism! 

41 * W »! 

BACK in the days when I was a 
barefoot boy, one of the neighbors 
hung himself. 

Hardly anyone in the vicinity had 
ever known a person who had com- 
mitted suicide. What few suicides 
they had ever heard or read about 
had happened a long way off. 

The tragedy created a tremendous 
sensation. For weeks it was the one 
topic of conversation. For months it 
was one of the chief topics of con- 
versation. For years it was recalled 
^Mld discussed in awestruck tones. 

Because we were not used to sui- 
cides in those days. There were not 
many of them. 

Why were there not many of 
them? 

Because, at that time, if one were 
willing to woVk for a living, there was 
no uncertainty about being able to 
make one. 

Because the time had not arrived 
when people were driven to nervous 
exhaustion in order to make a liv- 
ing. 

Because the time had not arrived 
when people were consumed with 
nervous worry about Joeing able to 
make a living in the future. 

Because the strain and stress of 
capitalism had not reached its clim- 
ax and men and women were not 
forced into abnormal mental states. 

Ill iH HI « 

SUICIDE is peculiarly a deed due 
to nervous strain. 

And nervous strain is peculiarly a 
disease due to capitalism. 

Imagine our hardy ancestors in a 
state of nervous exhaustion! 

We read in wonderment about their 
rugged qualities. Do not misunder- 
stand me. I do not idealize them. In 
some respects they were not our 
equials. But, at least, their nerves 
were unspoiled by the stress of cap- 
italism. 

And there were almost no suicides 
at all. 

As the nervous strain of capital- 
ism increased, the number of suicides 
increased. 

At the present time — ^in the wan- 
ing years of canitalism — we have an 
appalling number of suicides each 
year. 

m * * * 

AS BLOOD spillers, the battle of 
Gettysburg and the other great bat- 
tles of history sink into insignificance 
coinpared with the self-let blood of 
recent years. 

The act of suicide in itself is only 
the culmination of a tragedy. It has as 
a rule been preceded by long months 
and perhaps" years of tragedy, lass 
spectacular, but none tKe less real, 
on the part of the person suiciding, 
and usually others as well. 
, The fact of suicide is also only the 
beginning of another tragedy for 
those left behind. 

We see only the flash of the pis- 
tol. 

We see only the gush of the life 
blood. 

We see only the hearse and the 
quivering lips of the mourners. 

Truly, these are horrible enough. 

But we do not see nor fully realize 
the terrible pain and distress which 
precede a suicide, and which usually 
include a number of people. 

Neither do we see nor fully real- 
ize the heartache and terror and an- 
guish which follow a suicide. 

• • • • 

OFTEN a wife and children are 
left behind, unused to battling with 
cruel capitalism for a living, and un- 
fitted for it. 

Their suffering is beyond descrip- 
tion. 

Words fail. 

And it is all so utterly unneces- 
sary. 

* -* ♦ * 
SOCIALISM offers the most com- 
plete solution for flie trpuble. 

By makings the exploiting industries 



Break This Conspiracy 

By ADOLPH GERMER, 

National Secretary Socialist Party. 

THE PROFIT mpngerers are not confining their activities to 
sky high food prices. They are not trafficking alone in the 
means of life. Their scope of action has extended in every direc- 
tion. The free press is to be dealt a violent blow and already about 
1,000 papers have been sent to the wall. It is apparently the pur- 
pose of the capitalist conspirators to send the price of paper so 
high that every publication that gets no backing from the monied 
interests will be put out of commission. That will give the "Plund- 
erbund" a complete monopoly of the press not only for financial 
gain but from an educational standpoint so that the reading pub- 
lic will be forced to swallow what the capitalist pirates dish out. 
This is another way of suppressing a free press. 

The big sheets that are maintained to keep the real truth from 
the people will get ample suppor.t from tjhe "Big Business" inter- 
ests. 

The capitalist press will raise the price on advertising and the 
advertiser will increase the prffee on his goods to the consumer so 
that the latter will be obliged to pay the price of the capitalist 
conspiracy. 

It is not my habit tQ picture the dark side of things. Quite 
to the contrary, I can see a silver lining behind every cloud. But 
here is a serious situation that ,1 am putting up to you. The read- 
ers of this paper, for after all you must decide it orie way or an- 
other, the life of the working class press depends on what you 
do for it. 

When I came into the office on July 1, 1916, we paid $2.20 per 
hundred pounds for print paper. It was but a very short time un- 
til it was raised to $5.75 per hundred pounds. Nov; we are informed 
that the price has gone up to $6.75 per hundred pounds. This is 
an increase of more that 300 per cent. 

We will be forced to pay three times more for our paper than 
we paid five months ago. 

You can well imagine how that cuts into the finances of The 
American Socialist. Since July 1st the circulation has gone up 
from 46,000 to 65,000. This has reduced the proportionate cost 
and has so far made it possible to hold our subscription price at 
50 cents per year. The higher the circulation the lower the pro- 
portionate cost. 

Last week we asked for at least 100,000 subscribers by March 
first. We have received several replies from comrades who have 
secured new subscibers or paid for subsciptions. 

The necessity of building up our own press was again made 
clear to us in connection with pur efforts for an International So- 
cialist €ongr6s&. 

We received two replies to our cables. They, were published 
in last week's issue. We regarded them of considerable news value 
and accordingly sent them along with comment to the press agen- 
cies and to Chicago papers. One, of them gave five lines to the 
European answers while the others never chirped. 

At the same'time the papers were full of the buncomb that has 
been dished out^and which has befuddled the workers for years. 

Comrade Debs was in Chicago on Sunday, January 21. He 
delivered an address at the PrincesS' Theater. In spite of the rain 
and slush, the house was filled. 

Not a ripple in the papers on Monday morning. As usual they 
were full of cheap gossip. Valuable space and high priced print 
paper is consumed with petty scandals while affairs of national 
and international importance are ignored. 

It is up to us to break this conspiracy of silence. We can do it 
by sending our own papers to every section of the country so that 
the truth about the "Plunderbund" will become known. 

Fire into the forts of the enemy with a list of subscribers to 
The American SociaKst. It is your paper ! 

USE THE BLANK BELOW. 



collective property, owned by all the 
people and run for the benefit of all 
the people. Socialism will guarantee 
every willing worker an opportunity 
to earn an excellent living. 

The terrible stress will be removed. 

The nervous systems of the people 
will gradually get back to normal. 

And in a few years suicides will 
again be as rare as they were a few 
decades ago. . 

Books Still De layeJ 

We are again compelled to an- 
nounce that the Jack London and 
Edward Bellamy books have fail- 
ed to arrive and as a result' we 
cannot fill the orders for them. We 
have just written to M. A. Don- 
ahue & Co., with whom we placed 
our order, as ^follows: 

"If you are* either unwilling or 
unable to fill our order, you need 
have no hesitancy in saying so 
and we shall appreciate thfe re- 
fund of our remittance, because 
we are sick and tired of having 
our customers waiting for their 
books. 

"I trust that I shall promptly 
hear from you as to whether or 
not you intend to deliver the 
books or refund the money." 

Whether the books arrive or 
not will be stated in the next is- 
sue of The American Socialist. 



PUNISHING LIEBKNECHT. 

From Th« Chicagro Journal. 

Last May day, Dr, Karl Liebknecht 
took part in a meeting of German 
socialists who denounced wars of con- 
quest and demanded that the govern- 
ment make immediate efforts to res- 
tore peace. For tlm crime, Dr, Lieb- 
knecht was sentenced to two and a 
half years in prison. He took an ap- 
peal, and the sentence was increased 
to four years and one month, with 
deprivation for all civil rights for six 
years. He took another appeal, and 
yesterday came a dispatch that he 
had received an additional sentence 
of ofur and one-half years. 

How can the Berlin government ex- 
pect its peace conference proposals 
to be taken at face val^e when it in- 
flicts such a punishment on a man 
whose only offense was that he ad- 
vocated peace without conquests ? 

This increasing severity toward the 
great socialist leader probably meas- 
ures the increasing anxiety with 
which that government views the 
growth of %o«ialism and of dissatis- 
faction with the divine right of 
kaisers. The German people are docile, 
but they are not blind. They are be- 
ginning to question the wisdom of a 
leadership which has brovjght them 
into conflict ^vith half the world, and 
when peoples begin to question, >yar 
lords begin to shiver. There will be 
a German republic yet. 



AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 
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Prepare Labor Demands 
On Next Oongress Now 

By LUCIEN SAINT. 
(Special Correspondence.) 

WASHINGTON.— It is high time 
that the working class of the United 
States formulated and had ready its 
demands for the consideration of the 
65th Congress. Unless most signs 
fail, that esteemed body will be called 
into special session this spring — and 
then will be the time for the working 
class to strike. 

The House in the (i5th Congress 
will be so closely divided between 
Republican and Democrat that a 
handful of men will hold the balance 
of power. Phis handful will be radi- 
cals, independents, and non-partisans. 
It will include the single Socialist 
Representative Meyer London, In 
spite of differences in politics, this 
little group will be pretty well united 
in general point of view, and if im- 
mediate Congressional relief is to be 
had from any m'errin Congress, it is 
to be had from thase men. 

There Is No Change. 

Congress after Congress is going 
by, and there is no change. The In- 
dustrial Commission, appointed at 
the order of Congress to investigate 
the causes of industrial unrest and 
propose remedies therefore, has re- 
ported, and nothing has been done. 
No one anywhere has made a clear, 
concerted effort to have the proposals 
of the Industrial Commission made 
into law. Much has been writtgn 
about this Commission, and many 
startling facts have been disclosed, 
but, aside from the educational value 
of this, it has been of i.'o value at all. 
In a sense, it has been worse than 
valueless, for the publicity has. lulled 
many into believing that somehow, 
somewhere, by someone, something 
has actually been done. 

The next Congress is the time to 
strike. There is little use trying to 
do anything with the present Con- 
gress, Its main business is to appro- 
priate and raise money and to do 
some of the things which the Presi- 
dent has asked it to do. It dies auto- 
matically on the 4th of March. Let 
us wait till the 65th, fresh and new. 

The 65th Congress must have the 
labor problem before it. Unless all 
signs fail, the President's scheme for 
preventin^or adjusting strikes on 
railroads will not be enacted at the 
present session, but must fjo over to 
the probable ^ extra session. This 
means that the way will be open for 
the discussion, of the relations be- 
tween capital and labor, the right to 
organize and the. right to strike, 
wages and profits — the fundamentals 
of industrial ^nreet. 

Labor Comes LABt. 

A story is current in Washington 
in certain well-informed circles to 
this effect: that when Wilson became 
President he determined that he 
would first take up and dispose of the 
main pressing ' problems affecting 
business, and that after he had done 
that, he would take up and dispose of 
the main problems affecting labor. 
Thus the tariff bill and the tariff 
commission removed the tariff from 
consideration, possibly for a political 
generation or two. Thus the shipping 
bill, the federal trade commission bill, 
the federal reserve bill, the rural 
credits act, and military and 

naval program, removed merchant 
marine, regulation of business, bank- 
ing and currency, and preparedness 
from the list of live or controversial 
topics of legislative consideration. 
And now comes labor — And what will 
lahor do? 

The time is at hand for the work- 
iftg class to get ready to present 
some clear, practical, definite pro- 
gram to Congress, Congress will be 
waiting for it very soon. If labor 
fails to present its own carefully 
thought-out program, capital will do 
it for labor — ^with the usual results. 
Labor must turn statesman. The day 
for mere agitation and nothing else 
has come and gone. The day has come 
when actual radical results are pos- 
sible — ^but possible only by concerted 
and indefatigable effort. Labor must 
take its place in politics. It must 
prove the value in present-day activi- 
ties to the moving and progressing 
forces in society. 

Must Abolish Ridiculous Taxes. 

For the reason that the two bid 
parties are neck in neck in the con- 
trol of the House of Representatives, 
labor will find the task of enforcing 
its orders to that institution a rela- 
tively simple one. Simple, not easy, 
for in politics nothing is easy. Under 
the Constitution the House and the 
House alone can levy taxes. Think 
what this means — Away with the old, 
ridiculous taxes on industry, on im- 
ports, Or tobacco and /foodstuffs, on 
tea and theater tickets — ^these only 
add to the cost of living. Let the labor 
forces of the United States order the 
House to revise the revenue-raising 
system of Lhe United ^tates along 
modem lines. Raise revenue by 
drastic inheritance taxes, honestly, 
collected, and taxes on unearned in- 
comes. Let the Government take over 
the railroads and all the agencies of 
transportation, utilizing a low divi- 
dend return for income to operate the 
non-productive branches of the gov- 
ernment. 

These things are possible if the 
workers will but make them so. All 

things that are right are possible, 
when the human will and the driving 
power of human force make them 
possible. 

Can Block The Game. 

Soon Congress will be in such shape 
that, at least as far as the House is 
concerned, labor can get ' pretty " near 
what it wants or block the game. 

The cards are coming our way. 

The President is said to be plan- 
ning a big labor legislation cam- 
paign. 

Let labor get in on the ground 
floor — and stay there. 

Agitate, deliberate, consolidate — 
ACT. 



Stirring Days For Living Men 

By EUGENE V. DEBS. 
These are stirring days for living men. The 
day of crisis is drawing near and Socialists 
are exerting all their power to prepare the 
people for it? 

The old order of society can survive but 
little longer. The swelling minority sounds 
warning of the impending change. Soon that 
minority will become the majority and then will 
come the co-operative commonwealth. 

Every sympathizer with labor, every friend 
of justice, every lover of humanity, should sup- 
port the Socialist party as the only party that 
is organized to abolish industrial slavery, the 
prolific source of the frightful evils that afflict 
the people. 

Classes and class rule and their atter\dant 
progress and poverty, money and misery, 
turmoil and strife, are inherent in the capitalist 
system. Simply because one set of men own 
the tools with which wealth is produced, while 
another set uses them there is an irrepressible 
conflict on the division of the product. 

The capitalist owns the tools he does not use 
and the \^orker uses the tools he does not own. 

The capitalist system is no longer adapted 
to the needs of modern society. It is outgrown 
and fetters the forces of progress. Industrial 
and commercial competition are largely of the 
past. The handwriting blazes on the wall. Cen- 
tralization and combination are the modem 
forces in industrial and commercial life. Com- 
petition is breaking down and co-operation is 
supporting it. 

The Socialist party is organized in every 
state and territory of the American union. Its 
members are filled with enthusiasm and work- 
ing with an energy born of the throb and thrill 
of revolution. The party has a press supporting 
it that extends from sea to sea and is as vigilant 
and tireless in its labors as it is steadfast and 
true to the party principles. 

Viewer today from any intelligent standpoint 
the outlook of the socialist movement is full of 
promise. 

It is the break of dawn upon the horizon of 
human destiny and it has no limitations but 
the walls of the universe. 



NORWAY'S ANSWER IS FAVORABLE. 

Another reply to the peace call of the American So- 
cialist Party comes from Norway. The news is carried 
by the Associated Press cables from London that ac- 
Qorcbng to the Copenhagen Politiken, as quoted in «n 
-Exchange Telegraph dispatch, the Socialist Party of 
Norway, has adopted a resolution supporting the Amer- 
ican proposal that an International Socialist Congress 
be summoned to meet at The Hague to prepare the 
way for peace. The Norwegian Socialists suggested 
that the congress be held at one of the Scandinavian 
capitals. They also adopted a protest against the depor- 
tation of Belgians. 

Up to the time of going to press no official state- 
ment had been received from the Norwegian Socialist 
Party which is now holding a national congress. 

The plan for a peace congress 'seems to have met 
with less favor at the hands of the British Labor Party 
now in annual meeting assembled at Manchester, Cable 
dispatches say the conference defeated a motion pro- 
posing an international congress of Socialists to be held 
simultaneously with the peace conference whenever that 
is held. Some of the delegates said it would be im- 
possible for Socialists from the entente nations to 
meet Germans in this way. An amendment proposing 
a Socialist and trade union organization to be con- 
fined to the allied powers was adopted. Itjs declared 
that a congress of Socialists from allied countries will 
be held in March. 

The British labor party, this cable declares, also 
rejected a resolution favoring an immediate offer of 
peace proposals, * 

Immediate conscription of accumulated wealth to 
lighten the ftnancial burdens of the war is demanded in 
a resolution addpted unanimously. The resolution calls 
for taxation of not less than 15 shillings in the pound 
(75 per cent) on unearned incomes, direct taxation of 
land and nationalization for the banking system. 

In introducing the resolution Ramsay MacDonald, 
labor member of , the house of commons, said that after 
the war the country would be left with a debt of 
$20,000,000,000, with an annual fixed charge of more 
than $1,000,000,000, 



Socialism is not going to "come," It is going to be 
brought. 

It sure does make congress dance to hold on to the 
Lawson investigation, yet they can't let go. 

They are to issue a I2V2 cent piece. It will enable 
the plutes to get 2V2 cents more for a ten cent article, 

Mr. Wilson's lecture to the lion against the sin of 
flesh-eating is very high-minded and interesting. And 
the lion merely grins. 

The whole people have a supreme contempt tor the 
prostitutes who wear wigs and presume to execute 
justice — ^which they often do. 

In spite of the looting of oil in such quantities, the 
price of gasolene goes up. It would not be so if the 
people controlled the oil industry. 

The masters may give you the form of Socialism, 
but only the workers will be able to take control of in- 
dustry so as to get their full social product. 

Now since conscription is in force, let the shouters 
for preparedness be drafted first. It' will be time enough 
to call out the rest after they are all killed. 

Why do not the congressmen who are not afraid of 
an investigation order a real, public hearing on who 
profited from the leaks in regard to the President's 
peace note. 

The leak in the peace note was clearly an effort to 
enable the congressmen to get their's; and the demand 
is so great on the part of the "statesmen" that Lawson 
insists there is to be another leak. 

If the people had responded to the cabinet member's 
suggestion that there might be a break with Germany, 
we wonder if Mr, Wilson would have "kept us out of 
war". Or, was the whole thing a feeler to see if the 
American people would stand for participation in the 
struggle? 

Two governors .in Mexico have introduced Socialist 
measures in%o their states, have established schools, 
provided lands for the people and are rapidly doing 
away with poverty. They are so impractical the work- 

Iers will soon be urged to shoot their regime £rom the 
torth. 
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Socialists At Work 



MOTS. — WlMt ar« th« Socialist* dolns in 
rour city oountjr of itaU? The Mlitor of this 
column wantfi to know. Send in the news 
vbout your activities. This plea ii made es- 
pecially to local secretaries, state secretaries 
and other ofTicials of the party. Send all com- 
municatior.s to the Editor, "Soeialists At 
Work" Column, 808 W. Madison St., ChicaKo, 

ni. 



ST. LOUIS COMRADES REPORT 
THEY ARE THOROLY AWAKE. 

St. Louis Socialists are thoroly 
awake to the necessity of doing things 
and doing them properly. A largely 
attended convention was held recent- 
ly, candidates being nominated for all 
the city offices for the coming spring 
election. W. M. Brandt was nominated 
unanimously to head the ticket for 
the office of mayor. 

We are now arranging to raise 
funds to put a General Organizer in 
the field to assist the Ward and Lan- 
guage branch organizations with 
their public meetings; to distribute 
literature at the factories and other 
places of employment mornings and 
evenings and at the noon hour, and 
speak to the workers on the political 
issues of the times in which they 
wiould be most interested; securing 
their names and home addresses for 
further propaganda work, and in 
making a house to house canvass for 
members. This General Organizer is 
also to look after the naturalization 
work, securing during his daily 
rounds the names and addresses from 
our members of their friends and ac- 
quaintances who have not completed 
their citizenship and those who have 
not yet filed their first papers and 
also secure their membership for our 

grty. The names and addresses of 
ese prospective members are taken 
from the General Organizers' weekly 
report and distributed among the dif- 
ferent branches to enable the branch 
cyTpanizers' to work on this new mat- 
erial intelligently and effectively in 
their several localities. The Jewish 
branch membership deserves the cre- 
dit for starting this movement to 
i«iise funds to put the General Or- 
ganizer to work. 

We are glad to note the good work 
the Hartford, Conn., comrades are 
doing. Our Y. P. S. L,, is flourishing 
here and we are talking of starting 
a Socialist Sunday School, but will 
need a George Spiess, Jr., to give us 
a start. 

We hope our West Virginia com- 
rades can get in touch with one of 
our former comrades here, Fannie 
Sellins, who we understand was rec- 
lime because, of her activity in the 
state, where she had been held some 
time because of her activity in the 
Miners' strike there. If she intends to 
remain in that part of the country she 
will prove a valuable aid to the cause 
there. 



liABOR IN SCANDINAVIAN PLAN 
FOR GREATER COOPERATION, 

The committee for furthering co- 
operation between the Scandinavian 
labor organizations recently held a 
meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
when the following were among other 
resolutions passed: That it is our 
conviction that in all countries there 
7'3 the will of the people behind the 
desire to end the war, and we urgent- 
ly demand, on behalf of our country- 
men, and undoubtedly in accordance 
with the greater part of humanity, 
that the Socialist organizations in the 
belligerent countries should work to 
bring fogether the working classes in 
the fotmulation of such demands as 
can bring everlasting peace to the 
world. These demands to include the 
following: Compulsory international 
arbitrntion; recognition of the* right 
of self-government of the peoples ;^he 
limitation of .'armaments, with the 
abolition of armaments as the final 
goal. 

During recent years, it was claim- 
ed, many voices in favor of peace had 
been heard, and these should be unit- 
ed by Social-Democracy, which, if 
it could arouse popular opinion to 
bring the war to an end, would h.ave 
performed :in imperishable service 



Socialists Attention! 

Is there an American Socialist 
Movement? 

If so, it must be founded upon 
AMERICAN political and industrial 
conditions. The very basis of Social- 
ism is the Materialistic Conception of 
History. But our conclusions have 
been based upon an analysis of 
European history and conditions. The 
crying need of the American Move- 
men', today is a correct application of 
these conclusions to the conditions 
existing in America. This can only be 
done thru .i knowledi?:e of American 
political histoiy, and American in- 
dustrial conditions which find no 
parallel in European countries. Suc- 
cessful tactics for an American So- 
cialist Movement must be based upon 
conditions in America, not conditions 
in England, France, Russia or even 
in Germany. 

Study these conditions under an ex- 
pert and clear up the things that 
))uzzle you in our own movement. 
Learn the secret of our victories anJ 
the causes rI" our defeats. A. M. 
Simons, has pri^pared the greatest 
course in American History ever 
written. His "(i^ss Struggles in 
America", v.nd ' Social Forces in 
American History", are already clas- 
sics. No other man in America is so 
well fitted to perform this service for 
the Socialist Move-^iei^t. The People's 
College has arraiis>pd with Comrade 
Simons to furnish this course in the 
most simple and effective form and 
at a cost that puts it within the reach 
of every Socialist. The study is car- 
ried on at home under his direction, 
and includes thirty special lectures 
by Comrade Simons. When you finish 
this course by Comrade Simons, as 
arranged by The People's College, 
you will know and you v/ill knaw that 
you know. You will have arguments 
that the other fellow simply cannot 
get away from. You will have the 
true explantion of the great social 
forces which we must understand be- 
fore we can control. You can help 
build an effective, successful, Amer- 
ican Movement. This is an especially 
attractive course for locals as well as 
individuals, and the People's College 
has arranged special rates for classes. 
Wr-te THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, 
FORT SCOTT, KANSAS, for free 
descriptive literature concerning this 
course. 



for the world. The committee further 
passed a resolution expressing the 
desire of the Socialists that the 
Scandinavian countries should be 
kept out of the war by means of a 
strict neutrality. 



PRESS COMMENTS ON GAINS 
IN NORWEGIAN ELECTIONS 

Among the newspapers commenting 
on the recent tremendous gains made 
by the Socialists in the Norwegian 
elections is the Chattanooga, Tenn., 
News, which has the following to ^ay: 

"Gains of the Socialist party . in 
Norway have caused much specula- 
tion. It is pointed out as sigriificant 
that the growth of the Socialist vote 
has been remarkable since suffrage 
was extended to every man and 
woman over 25 years of age. Now, 
we do not think that suffrage and 
socialism are in any way akin, but 
both have a point in common in that 
they are opposed to special privilege 
and are apposed to movements which 
would benefit a few at the expense of 
the many. 

"Socialists mustered 40 per cent of 
the voters in the last state election 
in Norway. In the Christiana mun- 
icipal elections last month the So- 
cialists won forty-two out of the 
eighty-four seats in the aldermanic 
board, leaving the conservatives thir- 
ty-seven and the radicals five. 



The Socialist Outlook 



NOTE. — One of our readers at Brookneal, 
Va., sends in the acaompanyinir editorial 
clipped from The Union Star. He states that 
the writer is A. P. Thomas, a former demo- 
cratic state senator, but for the last five 
years a regular member of the Socialist Party. 
O.ur correspondent says he believes this edi- 
torial to be "the greatest analysis of the out- 
come of the November election that he has 
seen". 



BERLIN SOCIALIST DAILY 
REBUKES JINGOES CRAZY TALK 

The Berlin Vorwaerts, Socialist 
daily, sharply rebukes the Conserva- 
tive member of the Prussian diet, 
Freiherr von Maltzahn, who, at a poli- 
tical meeting at Stralsund, delivered 
a strong anti-American speech, in 
which he said: 

"If America comes into the war we 
will remember the words of Frederick 
the Great. 'The Prussians do not ask 
how many are their enemies, but 
where they are.' 

Vorwaerts says: "Such crazy talk 
is calculated to play into the hands 
of the anti-German jjress in America 
and frustrate those who in the even- 
tuality of a German-American breach 
would work for peace. The inevitable 
reply to the latter would be that_the 
Germans themselves say they wanted 
war with America. The German 
people may yj&t call von Maltzahn and 
other like him to account for their 
thoughtless talk." 



VOTES AGAINST INCREASED 

xMILITIA APPROPRIATION 

The committee on finance of the 
Wisconsin legislature has voted .$100,- 
000 annual increase in the appropria- 
tion for the national guard, making 
the total available for the state's 
militia approximately $300,000 per 
annum. The only member of the joint 
finance committee to oppose the com- 
mittee report was Assemblyman W. 
L. Smith, Socialist. 

"If we are going to have any econ- 
omy in this session,'' said Assembly- 
man Smith, "I am in favor of having 
it right here. An increase of $100,000 
a year in our military appropriation 
is entirely uncalled for under the 
present or any other system. There 
are many purposes to which the 
money can be put, which would be 
of infinitely more advantage to the 
working class." 



DRIFT TO STATE SOCIALISM 
UNHEEDED AND UNHINDERED 
An unheeded and unhindered drift 
toward state Socialisni was portray- 
ed as the problem confronting the 
country's .'argest industries by United 
States Senator Warren G. Harding, 
Ohio, in an address on "Commerce 
and Civilization," before the National 
Boot and Shoe Manufacturers' asso- 
ciation at New York City. 

"Federal shipping is provided for," 
he said. "A federal armor plant and 
federal nitrate plant have federal mil- 
lions at their disposal. Federal own- 
ership of telephones and telegraphs 
is officially recommended and com- 
mands more support than the public 
has dreamed. 

"Federal ownership of railroads is 
not only the logical sequence of the 
current processes of control; it is the 
likely outcome. 



WARN SOCIALIST LEGISLATORS 
IN N. Y. AGAINST SOCIALISM. 

The two Socialist assemblymen in 
Albany, New York, have a laugh on 
the Allied Food Merchants' associa- 
tion. Letters received by the two So- 
cialists from that organization end by 
saying, "Don't be rushed into Social- 
ism with your eyes shut." 

The letters say that it has been re- 
ported in the press that the proposed 
food regulation will be determined by 
the Republicans in their caucuses. It 
is urged, that the question of changing 
the laws relative to the marketing of 
food be debated in the open on the 
floors of the Assembly and Senate. 
Thus far the only debate that has oc- 
curred in the Assembly was that be- 
tween Assemblyman Shiplacoff and 
Speaker Sweet, the Republican boss. 



URGE MUNICIPAL COAL YARDS 
TO CUT PRICES IN WISCONSIN 

Cities of Wisconsin will have a new 
weapon, and a real one," with which 
to combat the high price of coal, if 
a bill proposed by Assemblyman 
Frank Metcalfe, Socialist, becomes a 
law. Various methods of control of 
"coal rings" have been proposed, and 
prosecution is even threatened on a 
charge of conspiring to restrain trade. 
All these proposals have been viewed 
v>^ith little alarm by those responsible 
for coal prices. 

But Metcalfe proposes to take, all 
the profit out of the sale of coal and 
other fuel by vesting in levery city 
the power to own and operate mun- 
icipal plants for sale of fuel. 



The Socialist party has lost about 
a third of its vote. That is to say it 
polled 901,000 in 1912 and the vote in 
1916 will oe approximately 600,000, 
Superficially, this seems to be a great 
falling off-Vin fact an exodus from 
I the Socialist party. This decadence 
>is apparent but by no means real. 
There are more people in the United 
States today believing in and ad- 
vocating Socialist principles than 
ever before. There are more relying 
upon Socialism to solve our problems 
than at any former period and in- 
stead of Socialism weakening it is 
growing by leaps and bounds. 

How do we explain this paradox, 
you ask? First, this election/ did not 
turn on Socialist principles or policies. 
Even the Socialist party lost its bear- 
ings and cast its campaign along op- 
portunist lines of peace or war. 'These 
things had nothing to do with the 
main contentions of Socialism. War 
results from capitalistic causes and 
its effects are largely in favor of 
ultimate Socialism. It makes neces- 
sary a higher degree of co-operation 
which is absolutely essential to the 
operation of Socialism. The Socialist 
party, however, made peace its slogan 
and in doing so became unintentional- 
ly an advocate for Wilson's election, 
for its voters easily arrived at the 
conclusion that if Hr.ghes* election 
meant war and Wilson's election 
meant peace there was but one thing 
to do — ^vote for Wilson and defeat 
war. 

That these voters were mistaken in 
assuming that there was such an 
alternative does not affect the mat- 
ter. It was real to them and they so 
acted. Now this does not mean that 
these voters are any less believers in 
Socialism than they were before. 
When the temporary issues precipitat- 
ed by the war shall have passed and 
the ever increasing evils of capital- 
ism continue to afflict the people, not 
only will these Socialist voters come 
back but they will bring with them 
millions of others who in the mean- 
time will have become convinced that 
there is no hope of relief in either the 
democratic or the Republican party. 

The millions to whom we allude are 
those who mistakenly followed Roose- 
velt in 1912 and refused to be lei 
astray again by him in 1916. They 
went to the Democratic party looking 
for a realisation of tJieir hopes of 
reform but time will demonstrate that 
that party will be as impotent to 
meet the needs of the times as the 
Republican and Progressive parties 
were. In the meantime the farce com- 
edy, of regulation will have reached 
its end and stand discredited. Wilson 
was elected in 1912 on the issue of 
regulation under which all were to 
have the benefits of "New Freedom." 
It is now demonstrated that the effort 
was a rrisrrable failure. We hear 
nothing now of this deliverance of 
the many from the crushing power 
of the few but we all know that every 
trust and monopoly, that was in exist- 
ence in 1912 is still here with this 
difference that they are richer and 
more powerful today than then. 

Finally, there are two possible sol- 
utions of 20th century problems and 
only two. We must make industry and 
transportation more democratic or 
we must be enslaved by them. Either 
we must make the powerful aggrega- 
tions of money, machinery and the 
means of transportation and trans- 
mission serve the people or their 
oviTiers will compel the public to serve 
them. In other words democracy has 
met the sphinx and it has propounded 
its riddle which democracy must ans- 
wer or failing be destroyed. Social- 
ism furnishes the only possible ans- 
wer consistent with the lift and 
growth of democracy. If democracy 
itself is to fail, if we are to go the 
downward path trodden by so many 
nations that have preceded us, then 
Socialism will indeed fail. 

We believe in the people. We be- 
lieve when the crucial moment comes, 
as it must come, they will throw the 
weight of their influence on the side 
of human right and progress. We 
cannot believe that all the efforts at 
the education of the masses have been 
futile. We do not for a moment doubt 
that society is capable of intelligent 
self direction and that it will, when 
the necessity becomes urgent, inau- 
guaret such systems and methods as 
may be necessary \xi its own well- 
being. Every Socialist should take 
heart and gird on still more firmly 
his armor and go forth to do battle 
for the cause that underlies all hope 
of future happiness and democratic 
freedom. Let us then banish all pes- 
simism and go forth to the harvest 
which lies before us resolved firmly 
to do our part in the rescue of our 
civilization from the hand of the 
spoiler. Let us up ajidjience. 



AID SCHOOL TEACHERS FIGHT 
FOR INCREASED WAGES 
Sheboygan, Wis., public school 
teachers have asked the school boaH 
for a 20 per cent increase in pay, 
covering two years. In their petition 
the teachers show the cost of living 
has increased C4 per cent since 1911, 
while wages in Sheboygan have in- 
creased only about 32 per cent. The 
demand is supported by the Socialist 
member of the board. Thru the efforts 
of the Socialist member of the water 
commission engijieers and firemen in 
the city water plant have been grant- 
ed an increase of $5 a month. 



POLITICIANS cIn'T FRIGHTEN 
WOMEN BY YELLING SOCIALISM 

Old gang politicians can't scare 
suffragists by yelling ' Socialism" says 
Mabel Search, ^vriting in The Mil- 
waukee Leader. 

This fact was established at the re- 
cent suffrage convention in Madison 
when the suffragists in spite of warn- 
ings that they would "hurt their 
cause," asked Max Eaitman, Social- 
ist, and editor of The Masses to ad- 
dress them. 

Every effort was made to scare the 
women into thinking that they had 
made a tactical error but they didn't 
scare worth a cent. And when re- 
porters in obedience to instructions 
from their papers to "wire complete 
story on how suffragists have -alienat- 
ed the sympathy ■ of legislators by 
asking a Socialist to speak to them," 
tried to find facts to make their 
stories stand up, they had to resoi;t to 
the Tories in the legislature, who 
couldn't be expected to be anywhere 
but with the opposition. The suffra- 
gists, however, declared that they felt 
that Eastman had helped their cause. 



BATTLE FOR ONE DAY REST 

IN SEVEN IN WISCONSIN 
Assemblyman W. L. Smith, Social- 
ist in the Wisconsin legislature, intro- 
duced a bill for one day rest in seven. 
The bill has the indorsement of the 
State Federation of Labor, and a vig- 
orous fight is planned to get its en- 
actment. A similar bill passed the as- 
sembly, and was killed in the senate 
four years ago, and defeated in both 
houses by a comfortable margin two 
years ago. 



HITS SUPREME COURT. 
Glenn P. Turner, Milwaukee, So- 
cialist, turned on the legislative fire- 
works in the Wisconsin assembly with 
the introduction of a bill, which, if 
passed, will prevent the supreme 
court from calling a law unconstitu- 
tional unless all members of the court 
agree. One .ludge dissenting from the 
opinion of the others will prevent the 
court from declaring the lav/ uncon- 
stitutional. 



OLD PARTY TRICK MAKES 
CLERK OUT OF ELEVATOR MAN 

Altho the Republican bosses in the 
New York Assembly will not grant 
the Socialist minority a clerk, an 
amendment to a rule of the Assembly 
was adopted which provides for 18, 
instead of 17, general clerks. 

Investigation proved that it was 
not a general clerk, but an elevator 
man, that was wanted. It is desired 
that an elevator man be on duty until 
midnight in the capitol building. As 
it was easier to "railroad" an amend- 
ment to the rules providing for the 
engaging of an extra general clerk at 
$5 a day than to place another elevator 
man on the pay roll, the elevator man 
will be known to the state treasurer 
as a "general clerk." Such are the 
methods of the old parties. 



SOCIALISTS REINSTATED. 

Again Socialist officials have escap- 
ed the charges of irregularities lodg- 
ed against republicans and democrats. 
Suspended pending an investigation 
of charges of irregularities in the af- 
fairs of Koochiching county, Minne- 
sota, the two Socialist commissioners, 
M, A. Ulvedahl and John Bursack, of 
that county, have been reinstated by 
Governor Burnquist. The cases 
against the non-.Socialist officials 
were taken under advisement. Coun- 
sel for the two Socialists contended 
the sole charge against them was vot- 
ing to accept certain contract work, 
subject to approval by the state high- 
way commission. Attorneys pressing 
the charges consented to their re- 
instatement. 



FIGHT FOR 8-HOUR DAY. 

A bill proposing an amendment to 
the state constitution providing for 
an eight-hour work day for all per- 
sons except those employed on farms 
has been introduced in the state legis- 
lature by Andrew .4. Devoid of Min- 
neapolis, socialist. The bill would 
amend articles of the state constitu- 
tion. It specifies the eight-hour day 
for persons employed in mechanical, 
mining, mercantile, telephone or tele- 
graph establishments, industrial es- 
tablishments, laundries, banks, hotels, 
restaurants. It even includes actors. 
Exemption is made in favor of dom- 
estic servants and employes on farms. 



VOTES BRING SHORT DAY. 

In calling attention to the fact thai, 
in the United States, the proportion 
of persons protected by an eight-hour 
law is one woman to 1000 men, the 

President of the National Women's 
rade Union League has made a 
strong plea for equal suffrage, for, 
suffragists point out the only states 
having an eight-hour law for women 
are the states v/h ere women vote. Five 
of the eleven full suffrage states have 
such a law, and what is even more 
significant, they all, with the -excep- 
tion of California, passed • this law 
after their women citizens had been 
given the right to vote. 

MINNEAPOLIS SOCIALISTS 

CELEBRATE BIG VICTORY 
Minneapolis Socialists celebrated 
their great victory in the November 
election by buying out all the tickets 
at a local theater performance and 
attending en masse. Socialist Mayor 
Van Lear addressed the audience 
between the acts. 

A Socialist will wield the balance 
of power in the municipal affairs of 
Sandusky, Ohio, during the year to 
come. He is Edgar Rooinson, a glass- 
worker, for ten years his party's can- 
didate for representative at each suc- 
ceeding election. Robinson was chosen 
by the remaining four members to 
fill the vacancy on the city commis- 
sion created when Robert A. Koegle, 
unable to rei)lace a surety bond that 
had been revoked, was ousted. 



From The Firing Line 



PREPARING FOR 1920. 

"Here's $1 to renew my subscrip- 
tion", writes George Graham, of 
Granite, Oregon. "Other papers are 
raising prices. We might as well. 
Have drawn in my belt another notch 
for 1920. Hope they don't stampede 
again". 

Local Buckhannon, West Va., has 
appointed a special committer to 
gother in the subs for ITie American 
Socialist. Every member will also 
contribute monthly toward a special 
1920 campaign fund. 

"Please send me The American So- 
cialist for six months as a renewal for 
one of the best papers that comes to 
me and I take six," writes one of our 
subscribers in South Williamsport, 
Pa. 

C. E. Maxwell, of Batesville, Ark., 
renews for two years and declares, 
"I can't get along without The .Am- 
erican Socialist. It's a good paper." 

Comrade L. S. Mellinger, of Daw- 
son, Pa., took a Sunday off and organ- 
ized a local at Banning, eight miles 
away. He also got a bunch of subs 
for The American Socialist. 

Comrade Belle Keitel, financial sec- 
retary of the Socialist local at Birm- 
ingham, Wash., sends in a list of 20. 

Comrade J. P. Daniken, of St. Louis, 
Mo., has something to say to every 
reader of The American Socialist. 
Here it is: "If only every reacler 
would try and secure one or two. 
subscribers, we would build up a grand 
organization. The workers are waiting 
up slowly and ready for somethfng 
else, as they are getting tired of the 
old bunk the daily capitalist press is 
handing^ out every day." 

Every reader get a reader! 

"Long live The American Social- 
ist!" cheers Comrade H. M. Currey, 
of Kansas City, Mo., as he renews 
for two years. 



The Million Dime Column 



In The Book- World 



By MAX SHEROVER. 



The New Social Structure, 

a booklet, exposing the secret pro- 
ceedings and debates cf the Federal 
Convention of 1787, and proving that 
the present Government was inten- 
tionally made undemocratic and the 
power of the people nullified. Presi- 
dent Wilson, and University Profes- 
sors in general know these facts, but 
the working class has been kept in 
ignorance of them. This book will 
work a revolution in the minds of 
the teachers and students of Amer- 
ican history in this country. The 
author, Caroline A. Lowe, now an 
attorney, was formerly a teacher, 
and was Vice-president of the Teach- 
ers' Association of Kansas City, Mo. 
A clear and concise statement of the 
fundamental principles of Socialism 
shows the gradual upbuilding of the 
new Government, which is even now 
supplanting the old. Price per copy, 
10c; 10 copies, 80c; 50 copies, $3.50; 
100 copies, $5.00, postpaid. 

Address orders 'm Caroline A. 
Lowe, c.io. the Oakland World, 581 
Thirteenth St., Oakland, Cal. 



The magazine Section of The New 
York Sunday Call has started an 
Open Forum which is attracting much 
attention from Socialists all over the 
country. There is much discussion just 
now on party tactics and party or- 
ganization. This Open Forum has in- 
creased the circulation of the Sunday 
Call very much, oroving that the 
members of the Socialist Parts like 
an increased cutlet for an expression 
of their views. 



Elihu Root, in introducing near- 
President of the U. S., Chas. E. 
Hughes, said, "We are glad he is 
here, but we wish he were somewhere 
else". 

Birds of a feather flock together 
just for the purpose of singing: 
"Hail, hail, the gang is all here 
We're out to skin the workers. 
Do dirty work for shirlcers. 
Hail, hail the gang is all here 
What the Hell do we ca^e now". 



Establishment and operation of a 
municipal coal yard at Muscatine, 
la., has been voted by the common 
council. The ordinance v/as introduced 
by Joseph Miller, thtf lone Soeialist 
alderman. 



Cornelius Lehaiie of Ireland who js 
at present in New Orleans, will short- 
ly arrive in Chicago. He will stop off 
en route to address meetings in Pine 
Bluff and Little Rock, Arkansas, at 
Memphis and Nashville, Tenn., at St. 
Louis, Mo., and at various cities in 
Illinois en route to Chicago. The work 
of our Irish comrade is appreciated 
everywhere, and he has now visited 
39 states and &poken in over three 
hundred cities in An^erica, a recoird 
for one speaker in siKch a short time. 



TO MY SNOB SISTER 

By DAISY SANIAL GILL. 

O you precious little creature. 
With each frosty little feature 
Held u^tilted from the earth. 
Where inheres the heart of worth. 

What or whom would you disparage 
With such insolence of carriage? 
Like you not the reek and soil 
Of the undermen who toil? 

How I felt your silken loathing 
Of that sandhog's sweated clothing! 
Lady, soft and clean and fine, 
Shall it be your son or mine? 

Who will burrow 'ncath the river 
Should the sandhog cease as giver? 
Precious, come, one little throb 
Earthward — you're not wholly snob! 

One wee throb to save you human; 
Help you back into a woman; 
Halt your pitiful decay; 
Reinspire your dying clay! 

Sister, I have thought I'd smother 
'Twixt you and my sandhog brother; 
Sweated shovelman tho he, 
'Twas yourself smelled bad to me. 

On this pilgrimage unending 
He is rising; you're descending. 
With that insult to the Race 
Stamped upon your snob-cold face! 

On this pilgrimage unending 
He is rising; you're descending; 
How shall frost and fire greet 
When you and the sandhog meet? 



A complete victory was scored for 
the four Socialist speakers arrested 
at New Brunswick, N. J., on Septem- 
ber 16 last, v;hen Judge Daly, in the 
county court, reversed their convic- 
tion and set aside the fines arbitrari- 
ly imposed on them by Recorder 
Joseps J. Feaster. The four men are 
Leonard Bright, Henry Sipos, Mat- 
thew Brendel and Ambrose Albertson. 
They have been out on bail, pending 
review of the recorder's decision. 



Conducted by 
MAX SHEROVER. 

Total number of dimes received up 
to and including Saturday, Jan. 27: 

78,844 

About 1,600 banks are still out and 
should be returned at once. I was 
anxious that all banks be turned in 
prior to my leaving the office, but now 
I hope that the comrades having 
banks in their possesion will cooper- 
ate with the National Office by im- 
mediately returning the banks held 
out, and return them brim full of 
dimes, if possible. At no other time 
were funds more urgently needed 
than now. A great r.ation-wide or- 
ganization revival is being planned 
and its success can be limited only 
by the funds available for that pur- 
pose. 

I want to take this occasion to 
thank all the comrades who have so 
loyally cooperated in this novel 
method of raising a working class 
campaign fund. 

Folowing are acknowledgments of 
additional banks received: 
Bank No. of 

No. Name and Address Dimes 

UNKNOWN. 

2171— 3 

2451— 3 

4639— 7 

ALABAMA. 

4708— J. H. Doyer, Fairhope 7 

ARIZONA. 

3086-HE:. F. Fraser, Phoenix 1 

CALIFORNIA. 

3553 — 8. S. Osasto, Rocklin 3 

1S89 — Flora Gowell. S. Bernardino ..^ 16 

1412— D. T. Keyser. Cutler 3 

CONNECTICUT. 

637— Auffust Schell, Greenwich 10 

IDAHO. 

2129— Lrdia'A. Spink, Roseborry 3 

2277— R. W. Drake, Meridian 2 

ILLINOIS. 

3765— Olaf Skantez, Moline 8 

4203— W. J. Butwell, Cicero 22 

3912— W. E. Davis, Sesser 7 

4800— S. S. Aves, Trwy 4 

4762- W. H. McCall, Freeport 6 

1763— W. R. Sinclair, Decatur 6 

4284— W. J. Butwell. Cicero 1 

3277— W. J. Butwell, Cicero 3 

2640— W. J. Butwell, Cicero 22 

4709— E. H. Taylor, Granite City 6 

3725 — Carl oBecker, Chicago 2 

3101- Carl Boecker. Chicago 30 

3386 — Joseph Gordon, Chicafo 10 

3791— Hilda Johnson. Chicago 17 

INDIANA. 

3315— L. Clark, Warsaw 4 

IOWA. 

3428— J. S. Mott, Mason City 5 

122 — Jno Montel, Dubuque 4 

S972-^CIyde Davis. Promise City 18 

KANSAS. 

3217 — J. Alice, Columbus 18 

3378— W. W. Jones, Clay Center 12 

2454 — D. A. Meyers, Neoesha SO 

KENTUCKY. 

237-^. Thobe, Covinrton 1 

783— J. Thobe, Covington 1 

885— J. Thobe, Covington 4 

4692— G. T. Ashlock. Stanford 4 

LOUISIANA. ♦ 

2217— Jessie Montgomery, Olla 3 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

3661 — S. Bacevicius, Worcester 7 

4426— S. Bacevicius, Worcester 13 

4424— S. Bacevicius, Worcester 88 

4680—8. Bacevicius. Worcester 11 

4265 — S. Bacevicius, Worcester 6 

MINNESOTA. 

1996— Andrew Richardson, Palisade S 

3741— Edward Laine, Wadena 10 

1867— T. A. Thompson, RichvtUe 4 

MISSOURI. 

1960— Rennr Killer, Suiihran 6 

1987— W. E. Mock, Sedalia 38 

NEW JERSEY. 

4658— H. L. Borstein. Trenton 2 

NEW YORK. 

2085— E. C. Eger, Walton 42 

3606 — Alex Jawnikska, Brooklyn 8 

4677 — Alex Jawniksna, Brooklyn ..i 32 

4573— M. Drosin, Buffalo 89 

2007— Frank H. Babcock, Syracuse 17 

OHIO. 

S22— H. C. Carpenter, Cincinnati 12 

OKLAHOMA. 

4493— W. B. Feutch, MounUin View 8 

4571— PhU. Kusler. Choctak 19 

4895— J. E. Stanton. Vinco 1 

3011— J. W. Sutphin, Howe 3 

2724— M, N. Daniels. Morris 5 

2840-sl. N. Reese, Bartlesville 7 

2770— A. J. Gibson, Perkins 7 

1940— Dora Willey, KuUitukla 4 

4369— D. M. Walker. Lark 14 

3645— N. L. Benson, Valley 18 

4481— Joe Hajini, Oakwood 7 

4301— J. A. Lewis, Tahlequah 1 

OREGON. 

3237— Dr. H. M. Sears, Onterio 2 

3261— V. Halley, Portland 2 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

3341— A. Lakitskas, Coal Dale 10 

891 — E. T. Mason, ConneautvUle 7 

3809— Mile Dotiich, Bentleyville 22 

3767— E. Eklund. Washington 21 

3863— Arvid Setala, Pittsburgh 40 

SOUTH DAKOTA. 

2591— O. P. Carlson, Lesterville 11 

1524— Fred McBride, Ramona 24 

TEXAS. 

1787— W. R. McElhaney, Lipan 2 

1667— H. Smith,/ Ilamltn 9 

VIRGINIA. 

4676— S. Schnider, Newport News 10 

WASHINGTON. 

623— A. Fislerman, Seattle 17 

1193— T. B. Shaw, Belleview 2 

704— A. E. McNaughton, Seattle 10 

WISCONSIN. 
4578— Mrs. Carl Kleist, Milwaukee 22 



The political forces of labor in 
Great Britain are uniting. Following 
a preliminary meeting of representa- 
tives of the Independent Labor party 
and the British Socialist party, a 
further conference of delegates from 
the same bodies has framed a consti- 
tution for a United Socialist Council. 
The project was the outcome of a 
proposal from the International Soc- 
ialist Bureau made in the summer of 
1913, the carrying out of which has 
been delayed by the war. The council 
will deal especially with the prepara- 
tion of a common policy upon all 
matters where that is possible; have 
power to initiate demonstrations and 
other forms of propaganda both na- 
tional and. local; prepare and issue 
manifestoes, leaflets and other liter- 
ature; and, generally, endeavor to. co- 
ordinate the work of affiliated organ- 
izations. It will recommend the forma- 
tion of local councils to give effect to 
proposals made by the united council. 



THIS MAN WON--SO CAN YOU 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Dear Comrades: 

I successfully passed the State Bar 
examination, with the good fortune to 
make the highest grade of the entire 
class: 1611 points, out of a possible 
1800. Seventy-three applicants took 
the examination, among whom were 
seventeen resident Law-School gra- 
duates. My study period was confined 
entirely to spare-time work, as my 
duties, as City Circulation Manager 
of "The Oklahoman," take about 
twelve hours of each day, includinir 
Sundays. 

JOHN B. SHIELDS. 

There is an opening for a 
working-class lawyer to practice 
Law and do well for himself and 
render great service to his class 
in every city and town in the 
United States. Hundreds of 
lawyers from the ranks of the 
working-class are already doing 
this — why not you? 

Send and get our new, free illus- 
trated Law Book — "Law and the 
People" — which will present the en- 
tire case to you. It is sent to you 
without any obligation on your part. 
Clip the enclosed coupon, and get this 
book and full particulars of our three- 
year university correspondence Course 
in Law — sold to you at cost, and on 
easy payments. 

THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, 

Fort Scott, Kfinsas. 
Please send me your free illustrated 
Law Book— "Law and the People" — and 
full particulars concerning your three- 
year University Correspondence Course ia 
Law. 



NAME.... 
ADDRESS. 



SUITS AND OVERCOATS 

from #ie> to #425 00 

A real Socialist Co-operative to 
make your Clothes. 

Mention price you wish to pay, and 
we will send you samples accordingly, 
also style book and measurement 
blank. 



A comrade from C^oatesville, Pa., 
writes: "The overcoat is O. K. in 
every particular." 



Our garments are strictly tailor- 
made and OF COURSE carry the 
Union Label. 

Let us hear from you. 

SOCIALIST EXCHANQE 

TAILORING DEPT. 

2659 FULLER T ON AV E., CHICAGO. 

Everybody should read this book. 

Torch of Reason 

or Humanity's God 

477 pages Cloth bound. Nicely 
illustrated. 
75 cents postpaidi. 
Torch of Reason Publishing C-o. 
Station A, Cincinnati, Ohio. 



COMRADES. 

Norris Cartoon Leaflets and Post Cards 
are the hardest hittin;?, straigrhtest shooting 
stuff you ever handled. Issued monthly. 

Leaflets 12 cents per 100. 

Post Cards 8 cents per dozen ; all postpaid. 

Dont miss ^hese. Sample for stamp. 
Address : GEO. M. NORRIS 
S25 SO. LAUREL ST.. RICHMOND, VA. 




Send with name and address-tfet Lat*at WITTS 
Kngin* Prieea. All Oaah, Part Caah, or No Cash 

Down— and my FREE Illustrated Book. "How to 
JudKeEnglneB."Writetoda7. State Ko^JP^rm^ 
sise of engine wanted. AddrMS mUS^ 
WITTB KNOINB WORKa,_ ^^HHB] 



«ven Oakim' AvwiM, KansM OH*. Me. I 



Driver Agents Wanted 



BlM In a Bu(h Car. Pur tor tt out of your commtsiloBS 
on sales, my agents are making money. ^Shipments 
nve-Pass.,seH.P., 

or monar 

one* 




or monar back. 



, Wilto at I 
for W 48-1. 
cataloc and 



drMi _ 

ftaa. Dept. 1 

•TOH HOIOB COSFAHT, Bosk Xeaflt, CUtsgo, lUiaeto J 



BALLEW'S FARMER 

Newest and brightest farm paper. Edited 
by a red hot, red card Socialist. Tells the 
truth ON farming as well as ABOUT farm- 
ing. Skins scoundrels, harasses hypocrites and 
goes after the grafters who farm the farmers 
from the chicken coop to the Capitol. Month- 
ly, 26c a year. Special offer: Send a dime 
and names of ten farmers and paper a whole 
year for your trouble. 

Address: Hugh Ballew, Editor, 
New Decatur, Ala. 



RADICAL mU OF ALL Kl\DS 

That is our specialty. Books on Socialism, 
Rationalism, Freethought, Spiritualism, An- 
archism, etc., etc. — all, the "isms". Write for 
catalogue "A Thousand Books of Fame". 
Eagle & Serpent Co., Evanston, Illinoia 
(suburb of Chicago). 



COMRADES: ^he Trawler will appreciate 
any favors .shown it by the white comrades, 
urprinpr negro workers to subscribe and call- 
ing their attention to this paper, which is 
filling a great need, a gap in the great class 
struggle in this country. The Trawler is 
a monthly, 25c per year. 

Every negro should read our pamphlet on 
orsanizalion and co-operation. Price 10c. 
The Trawler, 557 Grand Ave., Kansas City, Mo. 



FKFFr-<* MovrHS-nvEsine for profit— 

■ iiuu ^ moiilhly Guide to Money-Making. 
Tells now $100 grows to $2,200— how to get 
richer quickly and honestly. H. L. BARBER, 
Pub. 474. 32 W. .Tackson Blvd.. Chicago. 



Ory KNOVULEDGE. The kind that every- 
ucA wants, but that few possess. 

Particulars free. 
Liberty Pub. Co. Sta D, Box 4-D. Cleveland, O. 
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H Ar-ilT^ -SALESMER-MMIAGERS- £'1»Vh''.'.1 

mm Mm ■■ ■■ ■ who want better position*— Stop right hore— cot free 

■ inf<>/m*J.i«n ?a.&^^':V.t?ft...6<>i!X«ii«id Invention 



$50 



_ ^ T •voriinown-ASlLF WRIMOIHQ iWOP. 

An opportunity to mako oaoy monoy— at homo or travoling, 



-TO- 




$75 



WCBK. 



LISTEN: Onoman'oprtforaaMOOoiio menth-prvm flMOi Mete boy 

mmmmmm^mmmm in Fa-, niade S9.00 in 2 1-2 brs. A. B. Martin. Mich., tays: '^Called at 20 



8BLLINQ EASY 
WRINQER MOPS 
_^EASY MONEY 
EASY TO SELL 

Got en BABY BTRBBT sail* 
IniBaayMoM 



, . . . tays: 

joroea, made 19 «ales-" E. Menu, Wis., cays: "Sold 131 In 2 tfaya." E. Randal, Minn., 
''Canvassed 11 famlliea. tookll orders." John D. McLeod sold B aftor ouppor 
4n less than an hour. Don't noodosperionoOfOellsltaoif. That's the way It goes- Yoa 
can't laiL You are bound to win. Vou oan soil 100 mopo a week, working only half tlow. 

> Two turns of orank wringa out ovory drop of wator. Simple, practical. teU- 
•bis, durable, aeT«( wean out. Bvory homo rniyii. NetalUasMeecssiy. Siiowlt,tak« 
the order. Get surted now, don't wait Wo will holp you. 

WO want Asonta, Baloamon, Managoro in every ceonty to lUI eiden. appoiat, 
supply, control sub-arents. ISO poreent profit. No iateetiaent required. Samplsirte 
with first order. New caulor. Instruction*, owonMo eiUeace, alt Proo. 
___U>8jeP^Oj|PAWY_47 ^ MAIN ST., TOLEDO. OHIO ^ 



i These H< 
'lustrations 
show the 
mop on 
the floor 
and also 
when it Is 
.r up. On the 
' floor ft spreads out 
and Is held down flim- 
ly at all points. When 
lifted it sttalf hteas out 
automatically for 
wriUKiPKi and twe\ 
turns of crank takes 
out cTery drop oi 
water. Mopping Is 
now a pleasure and 
the floor Is cleaned IW 
percent better in ball 
the Mroe 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 
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25 Cents for Six Months. 



Wisconsin Socialist Group 

In Big Figlit For Masses 



By HERMAN O. itENT. 

MADISON, Wis.— If the question 
were a^ked one of the Socialist legis- 
lators: "What do the Socialists ex- 
pect to work for in the present ses- 
sion?" the answer .vitould be: "We 
shall take up the battly for the com- 
mon people — the erreat' army in field 
and factory, mill and store. We shall 
do this whether we have received their 
support or not." 

The Socialist delej>:ation will vote 
BS a unit on ail legislation. Our mem- 
bers in the legislature will not be in- 
fluenced by any person. It will not 
matter whether in troduced by a 
Democrat or Republican, a measure 
that will endeavor to benefit the 
masses will receive our support. 
Measures that aim to further burden 
the workers will be fought at every 
opportunity. 

Guided By Broad Views. 

The Socialists stand for the princi- 

{)le that all industries the people col- 
ectively use can better be operated 
by the state for the common welfare 
of -^11 and profits, if any, reverted to 



DEB 

I I TO WRITE FOR I I 

PEARSON'S 




First article March number (on sale 
February 10th). 

Subject — Personal reminiscences of 

JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY 
PELARSON'S invited Debs to become 
a contributor as follows: "We want to 
introduce you to our readers in a series 
of personal reminiscences after which 

S>u may choose your own subjects." 
EBS* second article will be 
ROBERT INGERSOLL 

THE NEW PEARSON'S 

PEARSON'S is conducted and man- 
aged by radicals. Those who feared 
that the introduction of a new editor 
would bring a change of policy have 
been agreeably surprised. 

FRANK HARRIS 

THE EDITOR 
Robert Blatchford (author of Merrie 
England) once said of Harris to a friend: 
**Tnere goes the greatest living writer." 

OUR LABOR SERIES 

Three months ago PEARSON'S en- 
ptged A. M. Simons to write the history 
m series of the American Labor Move- 
ment. Three articles have appeared 
and have attracted wide attention: 

The Printers in December. 
The Cigar Makers in January. 
The Miners in February. 

The Telegraphers will come in March; 
other trades from month to inonth. 
We hare arranged for a special dubbing rate with 
PEARSON'S good for 30 days only. If your sub- 
scription to this paper has not expired, we will 
■at your subscription ahead. Make your remit- 
tance direct to this office and your subscription 
%rill be promptly forwarded to PEARSON'S. 
THE SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OF PEARSON'S 
MAGAZINE IS $1.50 PER YEAR. 

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIALIST IS 50C 
PER YEAR. 

Special 30-Day Offer 
Both for $1.50 

Send all orders to: 
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 
803 W. Madison St., 
Chicago, 111. 



the people. To this end we will vig- 
orously champion the planks in our 
platform. 

The Socialists shall endeavor to be 
guided by the broadest views on all 
legislation; v/e shall likewise demand 
the fullest consideration in present- 
ing' the Socialist viewpoint on meas- 
ures we propose for the working 
class. It is expected organized labor 
of the state will be active in assist- 
ing the passage of m.any of the So- 
cialist bills. 

Among the several subjects that 
wc will in particular strive for will 
be: the labor bill for the immediate 
benefit to the workers; the agricul- 
tural program for farmers and con- 
servation of natural resources; more 
just taxation and broader insurance; 
home rule for cities, and Milwaukee 
city legislation. In addition, it must 
be understood, many other problems 
will engage our attention. We will 
stand ready to guard against any 
encroachment of private interests 
and Big Busmess to fasten their hold 
on the resources of Wisconsin, and 
taking away rights of the people and 
municipalities. We will also try to 
prevent the money oligarchy from 
securing control o^ the educational 
institutions of the state, and make 
possible the fullest opportunity to 
every boy ^nd girl in Wisconsin. 

General Eight-Hour Day. 

Of direct and immediate benefit to 
toilers we will present and hope to 
get enacted into law measures for a 
general eight-hour day; the right to 
strike and peacefully picket, and the 
elimination of in junctional orders; 
the right of the workers to organize 
especially in public utilities. 

We also propose to have the scale 
of compensation under the compen- 
sation law increased for injury and 
death. 

Another important bill we will 
press will be health, disability and 
maternity insurance — an innovation 
in Wisconsin legislation and a plat- 
form plank of the Socialist party and 
advocated by the State Federation of 
Labor. A law will be sought to give 
work to unemployed on municipal and 
state work thereby fostering dev- 
elopment in many lines. 

Other legislation we will strive for 
is a weekly payday in all principal 
industries; a constitutional amend- 
ment to permit erection of a state- 
owned printing plant for state work, 
including school books; minimum 
wage; a better apprentice law; indus- 
trial education, and the strengthen- 
ing and clarification of the child labor 
and hours for women laws, and also, 
giving the industrial commission 
power to supervise the hours and 
working conditions of domestics. 

Cut Land Speculation. 

Part of the farmers* program will 
be elimination of speculation in land; 
taxing of holdings of land companies, 
to bring this land into occupancy and 
production; the opening of state land 
to settlers. 

One of the bi^ Struggles will be on 
the change in the state constitution 
to give the state power to erect and 
operate gr.'ain elevators, storage 
plants, warehouses and wharves, to 
eliminate speculation in farm pro- 
ducts and facilitate handling and 
marketing of food. Together with 
this will go the removal of the debt 
limit, which in Wisconsin can not be 
in excess of $100,000, to permit the 
execution of the projects. Also, we 
will advocate a law allowing co-oper- 
ative banking and loaning money by 
the state. 

Insurance laws will be broadened 
to enable the state to engage in the 
insurance business on a more extend- 
ed scale. 

Want Land Values Taxed. 

In the matter of land and taxation, 
we will endeavor to prohibit purchas- 
ing large tracts by corporations to 
be held idle for increase in value, and 
will advocate a law to tax the land 
values and have the community 
which creates it get the benefit, the 
exemption of all improvements from 
taxation; a graduated and- progres- 
sive income tax law, and also a 25 
oer cent minimum graduated inherit 
ance tax; the state to engage in 
agricultural and forestry work on 
lands now in its possession, or to be 
acquired; a law that title to land im- 
proved with state aid can be vested 
solely thru use or occupancy. 

In accordance with our platform, 
we will endeavor to get the best roads 
possible. 

Probably one of the biggest items 
before the legislature will be the bat- 
tle for giving municipalities a freer 
sway in management of their affairs. 
Therefore a home rule amendment 
will be introduced. A law is desired 
to give municipalities right to super- 
vise public service corporations and 
purchase them. The present system 
of regulation by the railway commis- 
sion is proving inadequate to cope 



THE RECENT ELECTION 

By JOHN M. WORK 

Our FeTDniary Leaflet 



10 cents per 100 — 75 cents per 1000 

From THE NATIONAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 W. Madison Street, Chicago 



The Socialist Party Bulletin 

(SUCCESSOR TO THE TWICE-A-MONTH-SUPPLEMENT) 

Will Make Its Appearance In February 
And Every Month Thereafter 

SUBSCRIPTION RATE 25 CENTS A YEAR 
Send in your subs to 

National Oflace, Socialist Party 

803 W. Madison Street, ChiflO^o 



with the transportation problems, es- 
pecially in Milwaukee. j 
Too Many Aldermen. j 

Milwaukee will demand its share of ! 
legislation deemed necessary for 
municipal progress, and will seek to 
have the common council reduced by 
elimination of the 12 aldermen-at- 
large and retain the district represen*- 
tation of 25 ward aldermen, also the 
election of the mayor every four 
years, (now every two years) com- 
mencing with 191S, with poweBL to 
appoint all heads of department — 
city treasurer, city attorney, con- 
troller, tax commissioners, and the 
like, all offices to ex))ire with the 
term of the' mayor. This is deemed 
necessary for co-ordination of all de- 
partments to work in harmony and 
produce most efficient results. The 
present nonpartisan law which was 
enacted four years ago. and advocated 
as the insti'ument of redemption of 
better municipal government, has 
resulted in chaos and disintegration 
and confusion generally, admitted by 
nearly all students of city affairs. 

Some other legislation Milwaukee 
as a city will seek is annexation of 
outlying territory; increased mill tax 
to permit the proper expansion in 
building schools. 

Expect Great Activities. 

With the present regulation policy 
unsatisfactory, with the Socialist 
delegation practically the sole force 
the corporation interests fear; with 
our ideas and principles better under- 
stood by the people; with the backing 
of organized labor and other progres- 
sive organizations and with the So- 
cialist legislators waging an energetic 
campaign for the right of the wage 
earners, we expect to see great activ- 
ity in the 1.917 legislature for con- 
siderable progress in enlightment on 
legislation and also in results attain- 
ed, and to add to the work already 
accomplished for toilers in the dozen 
years Socialists have had a voice in 
the Wisconsin legislature. 

The Socialists will be ready to 
lead the fight for progress in behalf 
of the people and work for recon- 
struction of laws to permit co-oper- 
ation, socialization, justice and 
equality for the masses. 

Debs And Do ctors 

NOTE. — Here is an article by Eugene V. 
Debs, contributed to the Medical Review of 
Reviews, in a symposium in answer to the 
question, "What Is the Matter With the 
Medical Profession ? 



It is'a pleasure to comply with your 
request for my views upon the ques- 
tion of "What is the matter with the 
medical profession?" and to offer a 
suggestion for increasing its efficien- 
cy. The troiible with the medical prac-, 
titioner under the existing order is 
exactly the same as it iis with practi- 
cally every other human being; he is 
the victim of his environment, and to 
a greater extent, perhaps, than the 
followers of any other profession on 
earth. 

The physician is charged with keep- 
ing the people well, and if he succeed- 
ed in his charge he would starve to 
death under our present insane social 
system. In other words, the physici- 
an's economic interests and the ethics 
of his profession are at swords' 
points. Even so, the average physician 
I believe to be both professionally 
honest and conscientious, and he per- 
forms his duty as best he can under 
the conditions, and circumstances sur- 
rounding him. 

Ninety-five- per cent of all physical 
ailments of the race have their origin- 
ation in poverty — and until poverty is 
destroyed the human race must con- 
tinue to be the victim of conditions 
which no profession can overcome. 
All that any physician can accomplish 
under present conditions of society is 
to attempt to alleviate human dis- 
tress; he cannot possibly reach the 
source of physical ills, for that is so- 
cial. 

The physician is dealing continual- 
ly with effects and not with causes; 
he is much in the position of the 
evangelist who seeks to save sinners 
from hell under a social and econoniic 
environment which manufactures sin- 
ners far faster than they can be 
saved. Dr. Cabot, of Harvard, has 
suggested that the physician should 
himself be a social employe — and I 
agree with this view of Dr. Cabot 
In such an event, the medical practi- 
tioner would find his economic inter- 
ests conserved th.'u devoting himself 
to keeping the people well. He would 
become the true physician in that tl^e 
man who entered the medical profes- 
sion would treat causes and not ef- 
fects. He would of necessity be a 
student of social diseases and the 
major portion of his time would be 
devoted to preventive practice rather 
than to curative practice. The socially 
employed physician would 'dope' the 
system rather than the innocent vic- 
tims of that system as he is compelled 
to do in the pursuit of his private 
practice today. Ninety per cent of all 
treatment of disease today is pure 
humbug and fraud, not because of the 
essential dishonesty of the practition- 
er, but simply because the BTesent 
nhysirian cannot reach the organic 
cause of his patient's illness. 

Human beings should at least be as 
healthy as any other species of 
animals, but despite all that medical 
science can do the human race su%rs 
from a greater variety of diseases 
♦ban all other animal species on esirth 
This is not the fault of the medical 
profession but of the social and 
economic environment of the race 
wh^ch lays the foundation for the ill 
health and disease of each generation 
before it is bom. A well-fed, well- 
clothed, well-housed race of people, 
free from poverty or the fear of pov- 
erty, would be a race of healthy, 
normal human beings, and these con- 
ditions cannot obtain under the cap- 
italist system and, the private owner- 
ship of the means of life. 

The proposed plan of railway legis- 
lation fostered by President Wilson 
contains a clause forbidding the 
calling of a strike until after inves- ' 
tigation by a special Federal board 
of inquiry. Chairman Newlands of 
the Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee is very much iieeved because 
the Railroad Brotherhoods read this 
in plain English and consider it a 
compulsory arbitration measure. Its 
tough to have mere workelrs see 
thru a p(4ltician's same. 



INTEEWOEBOFIiEOR. 



Sy Max i. Hayaa. 



ALTHO the gross and net wealth 
produced in labor in America 
during 1916 exceeded that of 
any other year in any country on 
earth in the world's history, pluto- 
cratic greed is not only not satiated, 
but more voracious than ever. 

We a^e now informed, in plain 
terms, that the workers are greater 
shirkers than ever, they have not 
produced the wealth that they should, 
and a sinister threat is made that the 
lash will be plied mercilessly when 
hard times come again in order to 
increase labor's efficiency. 

The Wail Street Journal, which 
doubtless spoaks the mind of Big Biz 
in such matters, says, among other 
things, in commenting on the alleged 
laziness of labor: 

"In the periods when the working- 
man seeks the job his efficiency is 
much greater than when the job seeks 
the workinjjiman. It is an axiom 
among those in charge of operations 
of all kinds that in boom times the 
workman is less efficient at his task 
than in times of depression. When 
business is bounding along at high 
levels the employe cares little whether 
school keeps or not. So it is safe to 
sft.y results achieved by workers this 
year have been less satisfactory than 
under ordinary vvorking conditions." 

This organ of capitalism ought to 
inform the country how much more 
new wealth its clients expect that la- 
bor should produce annually to be di- 
vided among the big thieves who 
comprise the plunderbund. 

This lack of candor in specifying 
as to whether the Rockefellers and 
Morgans and their groups of manipu- 
lators want a billion more, or two 
or five billion more, leaves the masses 
of working people in the dark. 

Loyal as they are in preserving the 
capitalistic profitmongering system, 
unselfish as they are in denying them- 
selves and their wives and children 
many comforts in order to pile up 
billions for the corporationists, the 
workers are likely to become rather 
peeved atVthe charge of being a lazy 
and ungrateful lot when they have no 
means of knowing what is expected 
of them as a minimum of wealth pro- 
duction. 

Until the Wall Street .Journal and 
its class, fix' the limit of what thoy 
will expect in new wealth each year 
and be satisfied, we repudiate the 
allegation that labor is lazy and 
scorn the allegators. 

* :)t * * 

WAGE increases for many Amer- 
ican, workmen in the last two months 
are shown in tables compiled by the 
United States Bureau of Labor 
Statistics from newspaper and peri- 
odical reports. Exact data cannot be 
obtained, bureau officials say, 15ut 
the figures have been tabulated to 
show the trend. The number of gen- 
eral wage increases given is 516, of 
which 217 refiort more than 1,000,- 
000 employfes involved. Nearly half 
of the increases noted were voluntary 
and the othet half were divided about 
equally between increases forced by 
strikes and those reached thru agree* 
ments between employers and em- 
ployes. Iron and steel workers fared 
best in increases, nearly 400,000 
benefiting in wage^ raises. Textile 
workers were next in point of num- 
bers and garment workers third. It 
is not out of order to note in con- 
nection with the foregoing that the 
"voluntary" increases would have 
been mighty few and far between if 
organized labor had not taken the 
lead and started the fight to raise 
wages. 

mm*" 

A REPORT from Washington says 
national troops may be uised as 
strikebreakers should the railroad 
workers decide on a country-wide tie- 
up of the roads, if a bill sponsored 
by Representative Adamson empow- 
ering the Pi-esident to take such 
action, is enacted into law. Adamson 
is the author of the eight-hour day 
law. While Congress is considering 
measures providing that it is illegal 
for the railroad workers to strike 
without giving 60 days' notice- 
submitting to compulsory arbitration 
—Adamson is preparing to push his 
proposed law. This stipulates that 
"in case of public necessity," the 
President has the right to place the 
railroads in the hands of the military 
authorities. Unless the workers are 
vigilattt, it is likely that Congress 
will slip this law over just as the 
Hay-Chamberlain military act pro- 
viding for conscription was put over. 

• • * • 

IT IS quite certain that govern- 
ment employes will receive a wage 
advance. The House Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads voted to 
vecommend wage increases aggregat- 
ing $10,000,000 to the 150 wor]«!rs 
employed' in the postal service. The 
committee recommendation provides 
a 10 per cent wage boost for the em- 
ployes who are now paid less than 
$1,200 per year, and a 5 per cent in- 
crease for those oaid between $1,^U0 
and $1,800. .... 

A RESOLUTION protesting 
against prooosed military training in 
public schools was passed at the 
meeting of the Chicago Federation 
of Labor. Speches condemning the 
system were made by many delegates, 
who urged that the workers of the 
country should become aroused to 
this dangerous remove that is being 
made by plutocrats who want the 
children of the workers to become 
food for cannon. 

4t * * * 

THE HIGH cost of living has in- 
vaded Japan— a country long famed 
for feeding its people on a mere pit- 
tance. Estimates by economists are 
that prices have increased on an 
average of 30 per cent. Wages, of 
course, have not kept pace. Hence 
agitation is growing among the work- 
ers in the chief cities and open and 
secret organization is also increas- 

. • . . 

FEDERAL government employes 
in Chicago have followed the lead of 
those in Washington. Boston, New 
York and several other cities and or- 
ganized for protection against the 
impositions of political masters and 
for mutual asaisianca. 



New Zealand Girls Like 
Tasic As Conscript Aids 

Melbourne, Australia. (Special 
Correspondence.) — Peter Joseph Lid- 
dell, a student of Shexton, District of 
Gisborne, New Zealand, is the name 
of the fir-st conscripted New Zea- 
lander — and incidentally the first man 
actually conscripted by ballot in the 
British Empire. What a "distinction". 
Today his name goes officially in the 
records as Marble No. 156, Box 99, 
Military Division No. 19. A girl of 
under 20 years of age, with no appar- 
ent knowledge of the enormity of the 
situation, drew the fatal marble from 
the box; and evidently enjoyed the 
task. 

It was on November 16th that the 
Ballot was drawn in New Zealand— r 
in the city of Wellington. A set of 
officials conducted the ballot, which 
was drawn by 50 girls, while repre- 
sentatives of the various newspapers 
were present to witness the event. 

The cards used in the drawing of 
the ballot, were the identical cards 
that were used in the collection of 
the National Census — which proves 
that the opponents to the census were 
right when they said that the taking 
of the census was but the prelude to 
Conscription, a fact that was 
strenuously denied by the N. Z. Gov- 
ernment. There wei-e 194 boxes, each 
holding 500 cards, so that with the 
blanks there were about 97,000 cards 
in the boxes. These were divided into 
groups of 10 by index cards with 
raised numbers, while the cards in 
each box were numbered from 1 to 
500. There v;ere 2 barrels, one con- 
taining consecutively numbered 194 
marbles, corresponding to the num- 
ber of boxes, and the other contain- 
ing 500 marbles also consecutively 
numbered, corresponding to the num- 
ber of cards in each box. The marbles 
were checked by a member of the 
Judiciary before starting, then lock- 
ed in the barrels. 

Girl Spins First Barrel. 
The first barrel was then spun by 
a girl, unlocked by the magistrate, 
and the marbles were drawn one at a 
time by the Government statistician. 
The boxes whose numbers corres- 
ponded were taken from their draw- 
ers and placed on two rows of tables, 
stretching from one end of the room 
to the other, in the ci'der of which 
ihe numbers were drawn. These 
i)i)xes were then checked, and the 50 
gii 1p were then called upon to do 
their task of selecting which among 
the single men of New Zealand should 
be sent to the trenches to feed the 
Moloch of War. 

The second barrel was now brought 
into action. A female attendant spun 
it, after which it was unlocked by 
the Judge present, and the statistician 
drew a marble. The number of the 
first marble drawn was 156. Com- 
mencing with this as an index num- 
ber, the Government Statistician 
counted to the sixth card from the 
index number, and this number was 
turned up in the 194 boxes, the ex- 
posed portion of the card showing in 
large figures the number of the mili- 
tary district which contained the 



home of the man who had signed the 
card in the National Census. Next, 
the "winning" cards were lifted from 
the boxes and placed on a tray ac- 
cording to their respective districts. 
All blank cards were replaced in the 
boxes by the Judge and a blank was 
also inserted in place of the "win- 
ning" card taken. And by this pro- 
cedure, Peter Liddell has the "honor" 
of being the first real conscripted 
soldier in the British Empire. And 
with the singing of the National 
Anthem, and a few speeches, came the 
end to the first gamble in human lives 
in New Zealand. 

Shadow Of Death Falls. 

After the conscript names were 
drawn, the Government was busy for 
a whole week checking the cards, cor- 
recting possible errors, and then the 
names were officially gazetted, tele 
grams were sent to the "winners" 
and these telegrams were followed 
by registered letters. And then the 
cloud of gloom, like as the shadow of 
death, fell as a mantle over the 
homes of the New Zealand conscripts. 
In every home anxiety ate like a can- 
cer into the lives of the mothers and 
wives, the sisters and sweethearts of 
the youthful manhood of ihe country 
— ^for never have the women of New 
Zealand experienced such dark hours. 
Four thousand names have been sel- 
ected, but the anxiety does not end 
here. The Medical Examination has 
now to be entered upon, which, with 
exemptions, vnM reduce the number 
selected by at least two-thirds. So 
that, in their course more ballots will 
have to follow to fill the places of 
those turned down at this stage. 

Among the men conscripted were 
several priests of the P.oman Catholic 
faith, a number of anti-militarists 
and socialists-^all of which must 
conscientiously object to beaming 
arms. Whether these conscientious 
objectors will be forced to undergo 
the experiences of their comrades in 
England remains to be seen. 
Other Ballots To Follow. 

As a result of the ballot, within a 
week or so many hundreds of young 
men will be forced out of their homes 
against their wills and either forced 
into the army or the prison. A second 
ballot is now about to be taken, and 
others will follow with painful reg- 
ularity. So that New Zealand will 
have its clouds of anxiety, its storm- 
bursts of sorrow, and its tears and 
heart-breaks for many a long day to 
come. 
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OHIO MINERS continue to stand 
for progressive policies. Besides de- 
manding an increase of . wages to 
meet the advance in the cost of the 
necessaries of life the miners call for 
the enactment by the State of an old 
age pension law for all the worker?. 
They also went on record in opposi- 
tion to military training in the public 
schools and compulsory military serv- 
ice. While the miners' scale does 
not expire until next year, they be- 
lieve that the operators should divide 
up some of their loot voluntary. It 
is more probable that the kind-heart- 
ed operators are already planning to 
demand a reduction of wages next 
year. 



Berger Voices Cbjections 
To Wilson's Peace Program 

By VICTOR L. BERGER. 

To the policy for world peace out- 
lined by President Wilson in his 
speech before the senate. Socialists 
have four fundamental objections. 

Extending the Monroe doctrine to 
apply to international affairs would 
make some one, probably the United 
States, the watch dog for the world. 
Whatever nation undertakes this task 
will be in perpetual trouble. 

England now owns half of the 
world and Russia owns a good share 
of the other half. President Wilson's 
policy would guarantee to these na- 
tions permanency of possession, re- 
gardless of rights of a hundred na- 
tions. 

Our republican policy would be 
placed to some extent at least at the 
mercy of European rulers. After all, 
one family rules Europe and, no mat- 
ter how divided it seems now, it 
would unite against us if it were in 
its interest to do no, 

America, the most democratic na- 
tion on earth, therefore, would be 
dominated in matters of foreign "pol- 
icy by the king, the kaiser and the 
czar. 

Most important of all, the policy 
seems to guarantee a permanency of 
government which could be used by 
the capitalistic interests thruout the 
world. In the case of a revolutionary 
uprising resulting from nonpayment 
of a national debt, for instance, we 
would be compelled to guarantee the 
safety of the capitalistic interests. 

Our capitalists would never fail to 
take advantage of the situation and 
our government would be constantly 
in the positon of helping them make 
their interests secure in all parts of 
the world. 



"TO PREVENT WAR REMOVE 
THE CAUSES", URGES BENSON 
By Allan L. Benson. 

The president recognizes the forces 
that tend toward war, but instead of 
trying to remove them, merely seeks 
to control them. 

Tho he does not say so, these forces 
grew out of the trade rivalries of 
groups of capitalists of the various 
nations. It reems to me the logical 
way of preventing war in the futy.re 
would be to remove the causes. 




We Want 300 Agents 
at $35 to $70 a Week 



EW INVENTIOM""^"^* deeded in every home every day. Patent jast applied for.^r' 
■■vakil I iwii Nothing else like it. Supplies what every housewife has wished for for ' I 



N 

1^ years. Perfected after long experimental work by mechanical experts. Low priced — anyone 
can use it — sells on SighL We want three hundred representatives at once — men or women 
hustlers — to advertise, accept orders and manage deliveries for our new Quickedge Knife and Shear 
Sharpener. Sharpens any kitchen knife, paring knife, carving knife, bread knife or shears 'and 
scissors in ten seconds. Agents are taking orders at every house— Wiling for nish shipments. Write 
today for this opportunity to make $10 to $20 every day, over 



$300 Per IMontii 

This little machine is a mechanical masterpiece. A 
child can use it. Just put knife in slot— turn crank- 
grinds automatically — draws blade to keen, sharp, per- 
lect, lasting edge at absolutely correct bevd for daily use. 
Nothing to adjust— nothing to change, nothing to 
' ^wear out or get out of order— absolutely guaranteed 
-will last for years. Once they see it and use it, 




Selling 



Low price, ease of 
operation, astonishing 
quickness and abso- 
lute perfection of results, 
money - back guaranty. 
These things make the 
Quickedge the fastest seller of 
the age— the biggest money- 
maker for agents,generalagents 
and managers ever invented. 

Make$70NextWeek 

Easy to start— easy to make 
bigmoney if you will just follow 
Instructions and work faithfully. 
No charge forterritory. 200<^ profit 
for agents. Business supplies 
capital. Exclusive protection, 
co-operation and assistance. 
Failure impossible. Nothing to 
risk. Success assured. 

Easy to demonstrat»~and every woman 
is anxious to see it work — then she would 
not do without it. No talking necessary. 
Just show the machine and take the or- 
der— ono dollar profit on every call you make. 

Send for application blank and com- 
plete information today— freo. Investi- 
gate, dot the proof. Don't delay. Write a 
postal card or letter right now. Territory 
blMMMniSMd very fast Cretyoorcotmtynow— 
frMTwrite today. 



The 

Quick- 



women will not do without it for ten times its cost. One 
agent wrote: "It was easier for me to learn to sell the 
Quickedgo than it was to learn to tear open my pay en- 
velope in my former dollar-a-day job." Get out of tho 
dollar-a-day class. Get this position, where profits start 
the first day. ' 

No Experience Required 

Just take one of the machines to any house and show 
it— give a ten-second demonstration upon the dullest 
knife in the house; the order is yours right on the spot; in- 
y. No talking necessary. No argument. The machine 
simply sells itself; and stays sold. Every customer 
becomes your friend. They tell others; your profits 
double and multiply. Leave one hundred on trial 
over night. Collect the cash for every one of them 
next day. The machine will do its own talking;, it 
is so e^sy to operate, no explanations or instruc- 
tions are necessary. Secure your county now; free* 
Get started right now and 

IVIake as Much Money 
Next Week as These 
Men are Malting Now 

J. C. Lewis, of Kansas, says: 
"I have sold one hundred Sharp- 
eners In four days." Hobart 
Kerr, of Md., writes: "The 
women can hardly wait till 
they get them." Herbert 
Cain, of Ky., sold nine after 
supper. At the end of his first day, J. W. 
Gordon, of Pa., writes: "I have sold two 
dozen, and I sold to everyone I saw." Wm. G. 
Hall, of N. J., says: "I think it is great. I 
sold six in about one-half hour. The machine is 
a mighty fine proposition . I am a mechanic, and i know 
What I am talkbig about" Peter Courtland, of Mich., 
writes: "I received your sharpener and opened it In a barber 
shop. I srround his shears, and I trot an order for one risrht on the 
■pot." H. A. Henkel, of Va., says: I have examined it and find it 
•wonderful little machine. TiM woriammhip is simply parfaet." Frank 
Klnar. Colo., says: "Sample received Saturday. Sold ten today. Sell 
to most every bouse." Forest Webb, of Pa., says: Went out Mon- 
day af temooti f or about three hours and received one dozen orders. 
Profit $12.00/' H. TiUery, of Tenn., wrote: "Took three orders first 
hour. When you sharpen an old dull knife, duU, as a boe, in less 
than a minate, thty sit up and. iooic." Ray Carter, of Mass.,writes: 
"I went out two days and have orders for thirty sba^aers." 
Profit $3i0.00 for first two days. John Durr, of Wis., also says: 
*1 have soid' tiiirty in two i&wt." 

You can make this money. Sond HOW* 
Territory free. Get busy. 

WRITE TODAY 

Ilka 



edge 

Knife and 
Shear Sharpener 

CMndo Any Kitehea 
Knlf« or SiiMirs 
bi 10 Soconda 

Absofntely Guaranteed 



^ Quickedge Sharpener Co. 

No* 641 Bharpanar BldaSi 
.2l7N.D«tpfafnMSti9 Chicaso, III. 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 
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25 Cents for Six Months. 



Organization Column. 



NOTE, — We want the best brains in the 
Socialist movement to contribute ideas to this 
■'Organization Column". We feel that the 
best organization ideas come from those who 
really do the work of organization, the rank 
and file of the membership who are always 
on the job. Let us hear from you. Sand all 
communications to the Organization Column 
Editor, The American Socialist, 803 W. Madi- 
son St., Chicago, 111. 



Is The Party D oemed? 

By JOB HARRIMAN. 

The following should be added as 
«n amendment to the constitution of 
the national Socialist }?arty: 

"Any labor union, farmers' organ- 
ization, or co-operative enterprise, or 
any number of members thereof, shall 
be permitted to become a Socialist 
Party Local, without regard to pol- 
itical subdivisions," 

If the Socialist Party will incorpor- 
ate this measure in its constitution, it 
wiii glide smoothly over what will 
otherwise become an early grav^. 

The Socialist Party lacks vitality. 
It has no source from which to di-aw 
power. It gathers men from the four 
corners, but it has no connection with 
economic or industrial organizations. 
It is the food supply from which pow- 
er springs, and the Socialist party is 
a stranger to that source. 

Many Socialists seem to think that 
political power lies in the heads of 
men. Political power is an offspring 
of economic power of any material 
force. If the Socialist locals were root- 
ed in the unions and the co-operative 
enterprise and the farmers' organiza- 
tions, they would draw forqe and vit- 
ality from those institutions. It is 
true that the affairs of the party 
would pass into other hands, but those 
hands would be guided by experience 
in the affairs of the world, and not 
erjtirely by theories gleaned from 
books. That party would soon resolve 
itself into a practical political mach- 
ine, the purpose of which would be to 
look after and protect the working 
class institutions from the attack of 
their enemies. 

Unless this step is taken, and that 
at once, the Socialists of judgment 
will move out of the party and into 
other radical organizations, as was 
done in Dakota. 

This is a day of action, and action 
must be our Avatchword. If we are 
delinquent in this, rest assured that 
the world will not be delinquent. It 
v;ill leave us, as it should, to split 
hairs and theorize over philosophic 
platitudes and to chant our revolu- 
tionary songs. We must wake up and 
connect 'with the living acting forces 
of the world. We have fed the mind 
with theories; we must now feed the 
stomach with bread. Fail in this and 
our party will turn to ashes in our 
hands. 



THE CALL OF THE WILD 

By JACK LONDON. 

Copyright By Jack London. 



Speakers And Farmers 

By PIERRE DENIO. 

Now that the National Executive 
committee has decided to launch an 
intensive campaign of organization 
and education, it is the duty of t'he 
management of that work, if for no 
other than financial reasons, to use 
every unit of its energy where it will 
accomplish the most for the cause we 
all love. 

Oh«. of the first and most import- 
ant things that should be consid^gied 
in sending out speakers is the psycF- 
ology of the community in which that 
speaker is to work. I am sure that 
this seemingly small detail has never 
received the consideration that it 
should. Neither has the movement 
given the attention that was neces- 
sary to the farming and rural ele- 
ments of society; those elements,^ es- 
pecially the farmer, are fast awaken- 
ing to the necessity for a change in 
the social and political economy of 
the country, thereby creating a very 
fertile field for the Socialist Party 
Organizer, but that organizer mv\^t 
thoroly comprehend the farmers' 
point of view, otherwise his work will 
avail nothing for the movement, and 
will be a dead loss financially. The 
best Socialist scholar may make the 
poorest speaker to send among 
farmers. 

Proved By Demonstration. 

Last fall this was proven to the 
writer most conclusively by an actual 
demonstration. During the campaign 
a meeting was arranged in a small 
town that was the center of a large 
farming settlement. .Atfer the speak- 
er had finished and the usual privilege 
was extended the audiencg, of asking 
questions, of course they all pertain- 
ed to tlfe attitude of the Socialist 
Party to the land and the position of 
the farmer under Socialism. The 
speaker replied to these questions to 
the entire satisfaction of another' 
Socialist but his obvious lack of sym- 
pathy and understanding of the way 
in which farmers look at things, their 
psychology, if you please, made his 
remarks react against his* otherwise 
fine presentation of our philosophy. 

It is not enough to merely be ajsle 
to propound "Marx" correctly to make 
socialists of country people and 
farmers, it is often exceedingly nec- 
essary to interpret Marx to suit the 
occasion, so to speak. 

Those of us who have lived amongst 
the farmers all our days are well 
aware that they are about as "bull 
headed" — if I may use so slang an 
expression — as men can be, and if 
they once receive a wrong impres- 
sion, especially from a social- 
ist speaker, then tUat mind is closed 
for almost all time. 

Farmer Feels Independent. 

One of the hardest obstacles to re- 
move is the feeling of independence 
that dwells in the breast of the aver- 
age farmer. If his farm is mortgaged 
from one end to the other it makes 
no noticeable difference. 

Now I feel that for the benefit of 
the farmer himself, and the party, 
that care should be exercised in sel- 
ecting speakers, especially when they 
are to represent the Socialist Party 
in a locality that is made up of 
farmers. It is hard ,to convince them 
anyway, and to have no sympathetic 
understanding of their especial needs 
it is almost impossible to open their 
minds. 

This is in no wise intended as a 
criticism, but as the manifestation of 
the keen interest I feel in the pro- 
gress of the movement, and a first 
hand understanding of the necessity 
of Socialism to tlxe farmer. 



(Continued from last week.) 
But the opportunity did not present 
itself, and they pulled into Dawson 
one dreary afternoon vnth the great 
fight still to come. Here were many 
men, and countless dogs, and Buck 
found them all at work. It seemed 
the ordained order of things that dogs 
should work. All day they swung up 
and down the main street in long 
teams, and in the night their jingling 
bells still went by. They hauled cabin 
logs and did all manner of work that 
horses did in the Santa Clara Valley. 
Here and there Buck met Southland 
dogs, but in the main they were the 
wild wolf husky bj^Scl. Every night, 
regularly, at nine, at twelve, at 
three, they lifted a nocturnal song, 
a weird and eerie chant, in which it 
was Buck's delight to join. 
• With the aurora borealis flaming 
coldly overhead, or the stars leaping 
in the frost dance, and the land numb 
and frozeii under its pall of snow, 
this song of the huskies might h&Ve 
been the defiance of life, only it was 
pitched in minor key, with long- 
drawn wailings and half-sobs, and 
was mo?:e the pleading of life, the 
articulate' travail of existence. It was 
an old song, old as the breed itself — 
one of the first songs of the younger 
world in a day when songs were sad. 
It was invested with the woe of un- 
numbered generations, this plaint by 
which Buck was so strangely stirred. 
When he moaned and sobbed, it was 
with the pain of living that was of 
old the pain of his wild fathers, and 
the fear and mystery of the cold and 
dark that was to them fear and mys- 
tery. And that he should be stirred 
by it marked the completeness with 
which he harked back thru the ages 
of fier and roof to the raw beginnings 
of fire and roof to the raw beginnings 

Seven days from the time they 
pulled into Dawson, they dropped 
down the steep bank by the Barracks 
to the Yukon Trail, and pulled for 
Dyea and Salt Water. Perrault was 
carrying despatches if anything more 
urgent than those he had brought in; 
also, the travel pride had gripped 
him, and he purposed to make the 
record trip of the yaar. Several things 
favored him in this. The week's rest 
had recuperated the dogs and put 
them in thoro trim. The trail they had 
broken into the country was packed 
hard by later journeyers. And furth- 
er, the police had arranged in two or 
three places deposits of grub for dog 
and man, and he was travelling light. 

They made Sixty Mile, which is a 
fifty-mile run, on the first day; and 
the second day saw them booming up 
the Yukon well on their way to Pelly. 
But such splendid running was achiev- 
ed not without great trouble and vexa- 
tion on the part of Francois. The 
insidious revolt led by Buck had de- 
stroyed the solidarity of the team. 
It no longer was as one dog leaping 
in the traces. The encouragement 
Buck gave the rebels led them into 
all kinds of petty misdemeanors. No 
more was Spit/- a leader greatly to be 
feared. The old awe departed, and 
they grew equal to challenging his 
authority. Pike robbed him of half 
a fish one night, and gulped it down 
under the protection of Buck. Another 
night Dub and Joe fought Spitz and 
made him forego the punishment 
they deserved. And even Billee, the 
good-natured, was less good-natured, 
and whined not half so placatingly 
as in former days. Buck never came 
near Spitz without snarling and 
bristling menacingly. In fact, his 
conduct approached that of a bully, 
and he was given to SM'aggering up 
and down before Spitz's very nose. 

The breaking down of discipline 
likewise affected the dogs in thoir 
relations with one another. They 
quarrelled and bickered more than 
ever among themselves, till at times 
the camp was a howling bedlam. 
Dave and Solleks alone were unalter- 
ed, tho they were made irritable by 
the unending squabbling. Francois 
swore strange barbarous oaths, and 
stamped the snow in futile rage, and 
tore his hair. His lash was always 
singing among the dogs, but it was 
of small avail. Directly his back was 
turned they were at it again. He 
backed up Spitz with his whip, while 
Buck backed up the remainder of the 
team. Francoil knew hfc was behind 
all the trouble, and Buck knew he 
knew; but Buck was tc^o clever ev^r 
again to be caught red-handed. He 
worked faithfully in tho harness, for 
the toil had become a delight to him; 
yet it was a greater delight slyly to 
precipitate a fight amongst his mates 
and tangle the traces. 

At the mouth of the Tahkeena, one 
night after supper, Dub turned up- 
a snowshoe rabbit, blundered it, and 
missed. In a second tho whole team 
was in fully cry. A hundred yards 
away was a camp of the Northwest 
Police, with fifty dogs, huskies all, 
who joined the chase. The rabbit sped 
down the river, turned off into a 
small creek, up the frozen bed of 
which it held steadily. It ran lightly 
on the surface of the snow, while the 
dogs ploughed thru by main streno-th. 
Buck" led the pack, sixty strong, 
around bend after bond, but he could 
not gain. He lay down low to the 
race, whining eagerly, his splendid 
body flashing fonvard, leap by leap, 
in the wan white moonlight. And 
leap by leap, like ' some pale frost 
wraith, the snowshoe rabbit flashed 
on ahead. 

All that stirring of old instincts 
which at stated periods drives men 
•out from the sounding cities to forest 
and plain to kill .things by chemically 
propelled leaden pellets, the blood 
lus*, the joy to kill — all this was 
Buck's only it was infinitely more 
intimate. He was ranging at the head 
of the pack, running the wild thing 
down, the living meat, to kill with 
his own teeth and wash his muzzle 
to the eyes in warm blood. 

There is an ecstasy that marks the 
summit of life, beyond which life can- 
not rise. And such is the paradox of 
living, this ecstasy comes when one 
is most alive, and it comes as a 
complete forgetfulness that one is 
alive. This ecstasy, thi^ forgetfulness 
of living, comes to the artist, caught 
up and out of himself in a sheet of 



flame; it comes to tha soldier, war- 
mad on a stricken field and refusing 
quarter; and it came to Buck, lead- 
ing the pack, sounding the old v/olf- 
cry, straining after the food that was 
alive and that fled swiftly before him 
thru the moonlight. He was sounding 
the deeps of his nature, and of the 
parts of his nature that were deeper 
than he, going back into the womb 
of Time. He was mastered by the 
sheer surging of life, the tidal wave 
of being, the perfect joy of each 
separate muscle, joint, and sinew in 
that it was everything that was not 
death, that it was aglow and ram- 
pant, expressing itself in movement, 
flying exultantly under the stars and 
over the face of dead matter that did 
not nxove. 

But Spitz, cold and calculating 
even in his supreme moods, left the 
pack and cut across a narrow neck of 
land where the creek made a long 
bend around. Buck did not know of 
this, and as he rounded the bend, the 
frost wraith of a rabbit still flitting 
before him, he saw another and larger 
frost wraith leap from the overhang- 
ing bank into the immediate path of 
the rabbit. It was Spitz. The rabbit 
i could not turn, and as the white teeth 
broke its back in mid air it shrieked 
as loudly as a stricken man may 
shriek. At sound of this, the cry of 
Life plunging down fiom Life's apex 
in the grip of Death, the full pack 
at Buck's heels raised hell's chor7.xs 
of delight. 

Buck did not cry out. He did not 
check himself, but drove in upon 
Spitz, shoulder to shouldet, so hard 
that he missed the throat. They 
rolled over and over in the powdery 
snow. Spitz gained his feet almost 
as though he had not been over- 
thrown, slashing Buck down the 
shoulder and leaping clear. Twice his 
teeth clipped together, like the steel 
jaws of a trap, as he backed away 
for better footing, with lean and 
lifting lips that writhed and snarled. 

In a flash Buck knew it. The time 
had come. It was to the death. As 
they circled about, snarling, ears laid 
back, keenly watchful for the advan- 
tage, the scene came , to Buck with a 
sense of familiarity. He seemed to 
remember it all, — the white woods, 
and earth, and moonlight, and the 
thrill of battle. Over the whiteness 
and silence brooded a ghostly >'alm. 
There was not the faintest whisper 
of air^ — ^nothing moved, not a leaf 
quivered, the visible breaths of the 
dogs rising slowly and lingering in 
the frosty air. They had made short 
work of the snowshoe rabbit, these 
dogs that were ill-tamed wolves; and 
they were now drawn up in an ex- 
pectant circle. Th^y-, too, were silent, 
their eyes only gloaming and their 
breaths drifting slowly upward. To 
Buck it was nothing new or strange, 
this scene of old time. It was as tho 
it had always been, the wonted way 
of things. 

Spitz was a practised fighter. 
From Spitzbergen thru the Arctic, 
and across Canada and the Barrens, 
he had held his own with all manner 
of dogs and achieved to mastery over 
them. Bitter rage was his, but never 
blind rage. In passion to rend and 
destroy, he never forgot that his 
enemy was in like passion to rend 
and destroy. He never rushed till he 
was prepared to receive a rush; never 
attacked till he had first defended 
that attack. 

In vain Buck strove to sink his 
teeth in the neck of the big v/hite 
dog. Wherever his fangs struck for 
the softer flesh, they v/ere cpuntered 
by the fangs of Spitz. Fang clashed 
fang, and lips were cut and bleeding, 
but Buck could not penetrate his 
enemy's guard. Then he warmed un 
and enveloped Spitz in a whirlwind of 
rushes. Time and time again he tried 
for the snow-white throat, where life 
bubbled near to tho surface, and each 
time and every time Spitz slashed 
him and got away. Then Buck took 
to rushing, as tho for the throat, 
when, suddenly drawing back his head 
and curving in from the side, he 
would drive his shoulder at the 
shoulder of Spitz, as a "ram by which 
to overthrow him. But iiistead. Buck's 
shoulder was slashed down each time 
as Spitz leaped lightly away. 

Spitz was untouched, while Buck 
Was streaming with blood and panting 
hard. The fight was growing desper- 
ate. And all the while the silent and 
wolfish circle waited to finish ofT 
whichever dog went down. As Buck 
grew winded. Spitz took to rushing, 
and he kept him staggering for foot- 
ing. Once Buck went over, and the 
whole circle of sixty dogs started up: 
but he recovered himself, almost in 
mid air, and the circle sank down 
again and waited. 

But "^Buck possessed a quality that 
made for greatness — imagination. He 
fought by instinct, but he could fight 
by head as well. He rushed, as tho 
attempting the old shoulder trick, but 
at the last instant swept low to the 
snow and in. 

There was a crunch of breaking 
bone, and the v/hite dog faced him on 
three legs. Thrice he tried to knock 
him over, then repeated the trick and 
broke thei, right fore leg. Despite the 
pain and helplessness, Spitz strug- 
gled madly to keep up. He saw the 
silent circle, with gleaming eyes, 
lolling tongues, and silvery breaths 
drifting upward, closing in upon him 
as he had seen similar circles close in 
upon beaten antagonists in the past. 
Only this time he was the one who 
was beaten. 

There was no hope for him. Buck 
was inexorable. Mercy was a thing 
reserved for gentler climes. He 
manoeuvred for the final rush. The 
circle had tightened till he could feel 
the breaths of the huskies on his 
flanks. He could see them, beyond 
Spitz and to either side, half crouch- 
ing for the spring, their eyes fitxed 
upon him. A pause seemed to fall. 
Every animal was motionless as tho 
turned to stone. Only "Spitz quivered 
and bristled as he staggered back 
and forth, • snarling with horrible 
menace, as tho to frighten off im- 
pending death. Then Buck sprang in 
and; but while he was in, shoulder 
had at last squarely met shoulder. 
The dark circle became a dot on the 
moon-flobded snow as Spitz disanpear- 
ed from view. Buck stood and looked 
on, the ruecessful champion, the 
dominant primordial beast who had 
made his kill and found it good. 
(To be continued.) 



Belgian Deportations. 

NOTE. — The executive committee of the 
International Socialist Bureau at The Hasrue 
has just made reply to' the letter adressed to 
it by Emil Vandervelde, protesting agrainst 
the deportation of Belgians by the German 
military authorities. The Belgian workers in 
Belgium have also addressed an appeal to the 
workers of the world on the same subject. 
The statement of the I. S. B. executive com- 
mittee is as follows : 



TO Emile Vandervelde. 
Dear Citizen, — It is with sym- 
pathy and emotion that the Exe- 
cutive Committee and the sections of 
the International take cog^iizance of 
the appeal which you have issued 
about the deportation of the Belgian 
workers to Germany. We feel the 
same sympathy and emotion in listen- 
ing to the cry of distress raised by 
the Belgian workers of all political 
and religious views appealing for the 
help of the v/orkers of all countries. 
Deportations Violation Of Humanity. 

We associate ourselves unreserved- 
ly vrith your and their protestations, 
for the deportations ordered by the 
German ) authorities are a brutal 
violation' of the most elementary 
principles of humanity and inter- 
national law. We reject in the most 
absolute manner the ambiguous reas- 
onings by which the German Govern- 
ment tries to justify the deportation 
of Belgians and putting them to 
forced labour for the benefit of the 
invader. We note also the declarations 
of the military Governor at Antwerp, 
Herr von Huene, who, in October, 
1914, undertook that no young Bel- 
gians should be sent to Germany, nor 
taken into the army, nor subjected to 
forced labour. We knov/, on the other 
hand, that on faith of this declaration 
and similar undertakings of the Ger- 
man Governor-General in Belgium, 
the Belgian and Dutch Governments 
countenanced the return of thous- 
ands of emigres to their country. 
Also our Committee unanimously and 
indignantly protests against this 
violation of right ^vhich is at the 
same time the breaking of the pledg- 
ed word. 

We have now taken the necessary 
steps for your protest and the appeal 
of the Belgian workers to be placed 
before all sections of the Internation- 
al, and have insisted that action be 
taken to put an end to these depor- 
tations. 

German Socialists Protest. 

It is also with real satisfaction that 
we inform you that the whole Ger- 
man Social-Democracy had formulat- 
ed a vigorous protest against the 
deportations, even before the recep- 
tion of your appeal and the address 
of the Belgian workers. At the sit- 
tings of the Reichstag on November 
30 and December 2, on the discussion 
of the Civilian Compulsory Service 
Bill, the Social-Democratic defluties^ 
raised their voices against these de- 
portations, and on behalf of the Bel- 
gian workers, 

Citizens Vogtherr, Haase and Ditt- 
mann, of the "minority," and, in the 
name of the "majority," citizen Bau- 
er, associated themselves with this 
protest. The latter added that his 
section, both in the Commission and 
directly, had already negotiated with 
the Government for the, amelioration 
of the situation of the Belgian work- 
ers, and that the German trade unions 
wer working unremittingly in that 
sense. 

Scheidemann And Ebert. 
Immediately after the passing of 
this Bill, in reply to your appeal and 
in accord with the Socialists of Aus- 
tria, two delegates • of the German 
Social-Democratic Party— which is 
and remains the supporter of the re- 
establishment of an independent Bel- 
gium — citizens Scheidemann and 
Ebert, came to the Hague to confer 
with our Committee on the subject 
of the situation on the Belgian work- 
s. They declared to us that, even 
before the examination of the question 
in public sitting, citizen Legien had 
discussed it at length, at the Budget 
Committee, and that they had pro- 
tested against the forced labour of 
the Belgians, basing their arguments 
not only on the rights of humanity, 
but, equally from motives of common- 
sense gained from personal knowledge 
of the Belgian workers. On our side 
we gave the German delegates 
documentary evidence of the sad situ- 
ation in Belgium, particularly upon 
the culpable responsibility of the Ger- 
man authorities with regard to un- 
employment, and they told us that it 
was their firm intention to proceed 
with a serious inquiry, and, above all, 
to do everything to put an end to 
these coercive measures. It will be 
seen from these facts that you were 
well advised to appeal to the members 
of the International, the neutrals, the 
belligerents, to those Who fight with 
us, and even to those who fight 
against us. Indeed, "after all, in spite 
of all, they are Socialists!" 

Other Unnecessary War Evils, 
At this Conference with the repre- 
sentatives of the German Social-Dem- 
ocracy, we proceeded with an exchange 
of views on various cases of coercion, 
injustice and inhumanity, the charac- 
ter of which has not so brutally re- 
volted the g«eneral conscience as the 
Belgian deportations, but which .are 
no less regrettable. To put an end to 
them it is necessary that the Socialist 
Parties and their representatives act 
quickly. We referred to the deporta- 
tions of prisoners outsifle Etirope; 
the l?ad treatment of prisoners of 
war; the irritating measures taken 
for suppressing and destroying the 
correspondence of prisoners and sol- 
diers with their families which life- 
lessly increase the distress of the 
war; the deportations of the civil 
t»opulation of belligerents; the intern- 
ment of foreigners belonging to an 
enemy Power; reprisals of which 
prisoners and those interned are the 
victims, who ought, on the contrary, 
to be treated with sentiments of 
kindness on both sides. These are 
facts which are the consequences of 
the pr/sent war, but which, never- 
theless, are not of the essence of war. 
They justify energetic action and 
render it all the more necessary, 
whether in regard to the genral situ- 
ation or to particular oases. 
The Suggested Commission. 
Out of this examination came forth 
the idea that, to settle these different 
questions, it is necessary to make 
more durable the collaborations of 
those different sections of the Inter- 
national to which you have had the 
excellent idea of appealijtu; for the ^fc- 



fense of the Belgian workers. If the 
Parties of the principal belligerent 
countries , each nominate a delegate 
to constitute at the Hague a (Com- 
mission which would work under the 
direction of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the I. S. B., we should have 
there a central bureau which would 
furnish to the Socialist representa- 
•tives in the various Parliaments the 
documents necessary to obtain the 
suppression of numerous abuses by 
the tiovernments. 

J his idea has been received with 
ipathy by the delegates of the 
German Section of the International, 
and we recommend it to your con- 
sideration. We hope you will help in 
its realization and that you will make 
use of aU your influence with the So- 
cialist Parties of France and Great 
Britain, who, in order to arrive at 
the beginning of action, must take 
their place in this Commission side 
by side with the delegates of the So- 
cialist Parties of Germany, Austria- 
Hungary, Italy and Russia. The 
question of the extension of the Com- 
mission will necessarily be examined 
later. But there is no time to lose; 
we must begin now. 

A "Comite De Secours." . 

We desire to state clearly and 
distinctly that this Commission will 
not have the least political character. 
Palicy is the sphere of the I. S. B,, 
the meeting of which is not yet ac- 
cepted by tho Parties of France and 
Great Britain, In this emergency it 
is a question of creating a real Com- 
mittee of Help (Comite de Secours), 
the exclusive object of which is to 
soften and prevent the evils of the 
war which strikes the working class 
in the first pl&ce and most heavily. 
Bitterness increases with the belli- 
gerents as the war goes on, and this 
consideration alone justifies already 
the intervention of an organization 
such as that which we propose to 
establish. The International would be 
forgetting all its duties if it did not 
do everything possible to soften the 
evils of the war, to prevent useless 
ci'uelties, all the while respecting the 
difTcient points of view of its sections, 
so long as they do not arrive at an 
agreement. 

If the idea which we recommend 
to you is realized, the deportation of 
our Belgian comrades, who have been 
so inhumanly put to the test, but 
who, notwithstanding all, struggle for 
their independence, will have given 
birth to an important international 
work which will be. to the benefit of 
the working class of all the belliger- 
ents. 

For the Executive Committee — 
P. J. Troelstra, 
H. H. Van Kol, 
J. W. Albarda, 
Camille Huysmans, 

Secretary. 



CIfy Victories Won By 

Norwegian Socialists 

The Norwegian Socialists have 
made a terrific gain in the last mu- 
nicipal elections. For 16 years the 
Norwegian capital has been governed 
by the Conservative party. The So- 
cialists now have* 42 out of the 84 
seats on the aldermanic board 
leaving the Conservatives 37 and the 
Radicals 5. It is predetermined that 
the Socialists will elect the mayor. 

The growth of the Socialist vote in 
Norway has been marked since suf- 
frage was extended to every man and 
woman over 25. In the last state 
election, a year ago, the Socialists 
mustered 40 per cent of the voters. 

One of the reasons for the recent 
gains has been the high cost of liv- 
ing, and many middle class people 
have gone over to the Socialist plat- 
form, which Avould have the govern- 
ment take charge of trade in food 
and fuel thrd municipal stores, where 
everything would be sold at cost. 

Something has already been done 
in the matter of imports of flour and 
sugar and the sale of fuel, potatoes, 
milk and fish; but the Socialists 
would carry government help further, 
even to building dwellings for work- 
ers,, who are suffering from exorbit- 
ant rent. 
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CONNECTICUT NEWS. 

Connecticiit Yipsels are active these days. 
They expect to hold a State Convention at 
Hartford. Feb. 10th, 11th and 12th. 

The Hartford Yipsels report everything in 
full swing, their orchestra is doing good work, 
and they recently carried almost the whole 
burden of the Socialist Campaign Fair. They 
sell 60 copies of the Young Socialist Magazine 
monthly and expect to forge ahead in the 
Champs. 

New Britain, tho but newly organized is 
coming fast. There was a league there 'once- 
upon-a-time" but this one is here for keeps. 

New Haven is also here with a long list 
of educational events. Among these are a 
debate on "Compulsory Arbitration" which 
resulted in a draw, lectures on The Llano 
Colony, Esperanto, and Peace in Europe, as 
well as a well attended study class. 

With the organization of another league at 
Bridgeport, Conn., the State Federation will 
be the next in line. 

Other News. 

Massachusetts' State Fin. Sec'y reports that 
there is so much activity among his local 
leagues that he cannot keep stocked up on 
due stamps and supplies. 

Circle Boston is planning heavily for its 
annual Masquerade, %ut is not neglecting its 
educational work either while so doing. A 
reading of the play "The Refiner's Fire", and 
a lecture by Dr. £. A. Hodson are among their 
recent undertakings. 

Indiana State is in a better condition now 
than it has ever been in all history. They 
run a whole page in the monthly paper put 
out by the Socialist Party, and to young folks 
at least it's the best thing in the sheet. The 
paper itself is one of the best out, so you can 
judge the ability of the Yipsels for yourself. 

Kenosha, Wis., was put to sleep by the hot 
weather of last summer but it is coming back 
again. There will be something doing there 
soon. 

Paterson, N. J., in entoring the Contest, 
says; "We are out for our place in the sun". 
Someone will be suggesting gruarantees of 
peace next. 

Standing In National Champs. 

League Points 

Hartford, Conn 20% 

Omaha, Nebr 20 

Washington, D. C, (Eng.) 20 

Washington, D. C. (Jewish) 20 

liaf ayette, Ind 20 

Fellowship, Chicago, 111 20 

Decatur, 111. 20| 

Jamestown, N. Y. 20 

Dayton, O. , 20 

Denyer, Colo 10 

Lawrence, Mass 10 • 

Toledo, 0 10 

McKeesport, Pa 10 

Marxian, Milwaukee, Wis 10 

Paterson, N. J — 

North Side, Chicago, 111 — 

New Haven, Conn — 

If your league is not listed here it ought 
to be. This is a list of the live wires. The 
leagues here will benefit by the work of the 
contest, those that do not enter will not benefit 
from it. Get busy now and send in your appli- 
cations and membership lists. 



Now Norway is to follow other 
European countries in taking over 
food products and establishing max- 
imum prices, with the probabilities 
that all the principal industries will 
be nationalized in order to abolish 
economic waste and make it possible 
for all the people to live. The trade 
unions and Socialist organizations 
■nave been demanding for some time 
that such a step be taken, as it was 
impossible to raise wages as rapidly 
as the prices were screwed up on the 
necessaries of life. 



OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

All Jewish speaking leagues affiliated with 
the Jewish Y. P. S. L. Confederation are 
hereby notified that they are to buy their due 
stamps in the same way as do the English- 
speaking, and other leagues of their locality. 
Where there is a County or a City Y. P. S. L. 
they will buy the stamps from the financial 
officers of the county or city league. Where 
there is only an organized State League they 
will buy them from the State Secretary. 
Where there is no organized State or County 
they will buy thera directly from the National 
Office of the Y. P. S, L. 

The price of theso stamps is three cents 
each more than the ^gular dues rate paid by 
the other leagues. Thus in organized terri- 
tory Jewish Leagues pay the National Ofhee 
5c for each stamp. Where there is only an 
organized State, and that State has a per 
capita tax of 2c per stamp they will pay 
4c for ^ch stamp. This additional 8c that is 
paid in excess of the regular Y. P. S. L rate 
is turned over by the Y. P. S. L. National 
Office every month to the Jewish Y. P. S. L. 
Confederation. 

This is the substance of the action taken 
by the National Executive Committee of the 
Socialist Party, and since it was passed by 
the unanimous vote is to be taken as abso- 
lutely official. William F. Kruse, National 
Y. P. S. L., Director Young Pe<vles 
Socialist Party. 
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The first issue of the Ohio Socialist, 
the new State organization paper, will 
appear about the middle of the month. 
But what it lacks in size it will make 
up in quality, vigor end vim. The 
subscription price for the Ohio So- 
cialist is 10 cents a year. All branches 
and locals should make an attempt 
to secure the subscription of every 
member. Even the bad standing mem- 
bers should be reached by this paper, 
for it will do them most good. 



Socialism has but one definite ob- 
ject, and that is to forever banish 
poverty and the fear of it from the 
lives and minds of every man, woman 
and child on the face of the globe. 
When society readjusts itself to a 
world without poverty it will be the 
most perfect civilization the wo;rld 
has ever known. — Brisbane (Austra- 
lia) Worker. 

Thomas Carlyle once remarked 
that a "little while ago we were not, 
a little while and we are not." Be- 
tween two eternities some mysterious 
^ower has given us existence— let us 
strive to make it beautiful, clean, 
human and just. Let us leave the 
world a fit place for our children. — 
Brisbane (Australia) Worker. 



Resolutions to investigate, eject, 
and, if necessary, to purchase the 
Ohio State Telephone company, are 
brfore the Toledo, Ohio, city council. 
The two resolutions were introduced 
by Councilman H. M-. Curtis, Social- 
ist, ac/l Councilman John Mulholland. 



Jimmy'sjhird Yarn 

Being the tale of non>commitaI com- 
mittee that wouldn't commit any- 
thing less than murder. 

Another story? All right, here she 
goes. 

Your talking about a "one commit- 
tee" or "two committee" or "three 
committee" plan of organization just 
reminds me of one league that was 
just about the champion little com- 
mitter that ever came down the pike. 
I came thru the town on my trip and 
stayed around a couple of weeks, so 
naturally I got in touch with the 
league. It wasn't :3o much of a town 
and I sure was glad to know that 
there were some Yipsels around to 
liven things up. I found out when the 
next business meeting was to be held 
and went around to see their doings. 
Like a good many other leagues 
there were only seven or eight mem- 
bers there. It looked like a dull ses- 
sion but they told me that this was 
the lievest meeting they had had for 
months. Live! Compared to our af- 
fairs it was a morgue to a girly 
show. 

I stuck around until they came to 
"Reports of Committees". Open my 
eyes? Well I should say yes. That 
bunch of seven members had about 
twenty committ^ees. All kinds they 
were, executive, entertainment, re- 
solutions, dramatic, halls, music, 
visiting, dancing, refreshments, out- 
ings, athletics, base-ball, etc., etc. A 
committee for every conceivable pur 
pose and some that weren't. I thought 
that there would be something to re- 
port but — nothing doing. Like a set 
stereotyped sentence jt always un- 
rolled the same way: "The committee 
has not met and' I report progress". 
Of those twenty committees not one 
had done anything. It was rich. 

They gave me the floor and I tried 
to find out if they had ever done any- 
thing. Oh, yes, they said. They had 
an entertainment once, but there 
had been such a .fight between the 
halls committee, and the music com- 
mittee, and the entertainment com- 
mittee, and the refreshments com- 

GAVE IT A PAGE.— The Metropolitart 
Magazine, edited by Roosevelt, devotes a full 
page of its February issue to that strange 
book, "Hamlet in Heaven," with four il- 
lustrations. The book is a five act, thirty scene 
play, purporting to have been written by the 
Spirit William Shakespeare, and tells how the 
characters of the original Hamlet were sup- 
posed to fare after they reached Heaven. The 
Metropolitan says : "At times it is ultra- 
Shakespearian, at least in language. It is a 
queer little book. It is naive. It has ideas." 
It is published, by that unique publication. 
The New World, Lincoln Phifer's Paper- 
Magazine, Girard, Kansas, at 60c, three copies 
for $1.00. Special to American Socialist read- 
ers : Two Hamlets in Heaveh and one sub tff> 
«»B New World for $1. 



mittee and a half a dozen other com- 
mittees that they had decided (just 
for sweet harmony's sake) never jto 
have another affair. That fight be- 
tween thie committees had just about 
broken up the league, and the only 
thing you could get a committee to 
commit nowadays was murder on the 
league's progress. 

Well, I tried to put them next to 
the way you folks do things here and 
the first thing they said "Why, that's 
a machine!" And in Holy Horror 
they chirped it too, just like Jennie 
did the day she saw the escape of 
Charley's pet mice. "A machine!" 
That would never do for them, never, 
rather not have any organization at 
all than have one that worked like a 
machine. 

Then I started at the beginning 
and showed them that a machine was 
just a matter of organizing intelli- 
gence and metal, brought together 
for the purpose of doing man's work 
better than he could do it without 
first combining his brains with that 
inanimate stuff. And I showed him 
that all our system meant was 
simply that different members wer'e 
to be made responsible for different 
lines of work, and that they would 
try to get such of the others to help 
them as were interested in that par- 
ticular line of work. I showed that 
our Athletic Manager couldn't do 
anything if the league went to work 
and elected a lot of high-brows on his 
athletic committee, but if he could 
go to work and pick out the ball tos - 
sers in the league, and the runners, 
and wrestlers, there might be some 
chance of getting something done. 
The same thing applied to all other 
departments, instead of electing 
people for their ability and fitness to 
make good in a certain line they 
were electing them on the basis of 
poularity. That sort of hit home, and 
they decided right then and there to 
do some more thinking on the matter. 

A couple of months later I receiv- 
ed a letter from the secretary there 
saying that they had won back all 
their old members and taken in a lot 
more. This was the way they did it: 
First thing was to work out "the plan 
in all its detail. Then they got to- 
gether a meeting of as many of the 
old-timers and new-timers too that 
could be reached. They put that new 
plan before the meeting and say, 
folks, they even went you one better. 
They decided to carry on a certain 
number of different lines of work. 
They. said that there would first be 
an Organization Department, and 
that every league member had to be- 
long to that. But besides this there 
would be others, such as the Enter- 
tainment, or Athletic, or Dramatic, 
etc., that were made up only of those 
who were specially interested in 
those particular tnings. Youngsters 
were elected to head the different de- 
partments, .and they picked out folks 
who made their respective lines per- 
fect hobbies. Some of them were not 
so well known in the league at first, 
but their work soon showed what 
they were made of. Every member of 
the league, now and old, had to tie 
up with one or more of these depart- 
ments. Right from the start each was 
given something to do that really 
interested him and from that time 
to this there is not a better league in 
the land. 

So listen, Yips, there may be two 
ways of wanting to do things, but 
only one gets *em done. 



REMEMBER THE SABBATH 

DAY AND KEEP IT HOLY 
(Except when creating dividends for 
a master.) 
It is good that men should rest 
on Sabbath — so says the good book 
and so says the law. But Big Busi- 
ness does not agree with 'those senti- 
ments. 

The Buffalo News, Oct. 12th, re- 

gorts that the Lackawanna Steel Co. 
as made a profit of 83,060,700 dur- 
ing the past three months, better 
than 35 per cent on its capital stock. 
The same sheet on Oct. 28th bears 
a notice to the effect that the Lacka- 
wanna Steel Co. seeks exemption 
from the "one-day's-rest-in-seven" 
law, and made application to the 
courts for such exemption. 

Rev, Coale, one of the clergsrmen 
of Lackawanna, N. Y., was quoted as 
follows: 

"The Rev. Mr. Coale said he knew 
men who had left the plant to go to 
other places because the working 
conditions were too arduous. He said 
that working 12 hours a day for 6 
days was a hardship and he protest- 
ed the taking away of the only day 
the men have for recreation. There 
is one saloon for every fifty men in 
Lackawanna, he said. He attributed 
the amount of drinking to overstrain 
and overwork nt the plant." 

Our correspondent informs us that 
it is quite generally said that when 
one of the trustees of Rev. Coale's 
church called upon the Lacka- 
wanna Steel Co. for the usual don- 
ation he was given $500 and told that 
the minister, Mr. Coale, was no good, 
and should be gotten rid of. The 
minister evidently hurt the feelings 
of the business men when he stood 
up for one of the Ten Command- 
ments. Rev. Peter Ainslee in speak- 
ing before the St. Louis meeting of 
the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ said that "4,500,000 Amer- 
icans are compelled to work seven 
days a week." 

By all means keep the command- 
ments and never desecrate the Sab- 
bath, says Big Business, provided 
you can do so without interfering 
with dividends. 

Have you responded to the call 
issued by the National Executive 
Committee for a $50,000 Organization 
Fund? If not, get busy! 



HI6H COST OF LIVING ON 
THE OANIL ZONE. 

W. J. Donaldson, Bellaire, Texas, who 
was for seven years a foreman on The 
Panama Canal, has had printed a 
pamphlet on The Subsistence Department 
of The Panama Canal, and The High 
Cost of Living. ^ . . 

Every one should read this oooKlct 
which is a strong practical argument for 
Socialism and Government ownership, con- 
vincing alike to the housewife and the 
student of economics. 

Sent for 10 .cents and postage from 
National OlHce, Socialist Party. $03 W. 
Madison St. 



